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Secretary's Office, Providence, 

December 9tli, 1861. 

To the Honorable General Assembly: — 

Gentlemen : — In compliance with chapter 76 of the Revised 
Statutes, the Eighth Annual Report relating to the Registry of 
Births, Marriages and Deaths in Rhode Island, during the year 1860, 
is respectfully submitted. 

A committee of the Rhode Island Medical Society has annually 
been appointed for the purpose of rendering such assistance as may be 
necessary in executing the provisions of the law. With the approval 
of this committee, the returns were placed in the hands of Edward 
A. Crane, M. D., of Providence, the writer of the last report, who 
has superintended the work of tabulation and contributed the remarks 
which follow. 

Many interesting facts and important principles are presented in 
connection with the vital movements of our populations, in the present 
report, while the results of registration are becoming, from year to 
year, more valuable, as the field of observation is extended, and the 
returns increase in accuracy and completeness. 

Although the returns are made more complete every year, there 
are, nevertheless, some towns in which there is still room for improve- 
ment. The larger cities and towns are, in all their parts, far more 
complete than those whose population is small, and in which, it is to 
be supposed, the returns would be more complete. Thus, the cities 
of Providence and Newport, and the large and populous towns of 
Smithfield, North Providence, Warwick and Cumberland, exhibit a 
completeness in their details which might be adduced as examples for 
some of the smaller towns to follow. 

The records of marriages are more perfect than the other returns, 
but not entirely so. These are made by the clergy and by them given 
to the town clerks. But it is in the records of births and deaths that 
the returns are most deficient. I had occasion, last yeai', to mention 
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the incompleteness of the returns from the town of Scituate, and re- 
gret that I am compelled to call the attention of the General Assem- 
bly again to the deficiencies apparent in the returns of deaths in this 
town. With a population of 4,251, Scituate returns but twenty-three 
deaths, iamong which are but four infants. This number is plainly 
erroneous, for, if the mortality in this town is in the same ratio to that 
in other parts of the State, it should be about sixty-four. Again, the 
towns of Jamestown, Middletown and New Shoreham return an 
aggregate of but eight deaths in the year, from a population amount-* 
ing to nearly 3000, a number which is evidently short of the actual 
mortality. 

There are also a few towns which have failed to return the names 
of the children born ; this may be no fault of the town clerks, but is 
probably owing to the fact that the children had not received their 
names when the returns were made. The towns of Exeter, Westerly 
and New Shoreham are most deficient in this respect, the former not 
having returned the name of a single child bom during the year. In 
this case, we can hardly suppose none of the children were named 
when they were registered, but that it was owing to the neglect of the 
person who made the registration. I have written to the town clerks 
whose returns of births are so incomplete, and begged them to correct 
them, if possible, even at this late day, that the names of the children 
born may be recorded. 

The importance of a complete registration is now greater than ever. 
When the present war is over, and the widows and children of those 
who have laid down their lives in defence of their countiy, apply for 
pensions and bounty lands, the registration returns must be resorted 
to for the evidence required by the government, of marriages and 
births. So in the distribution of property of deceased persons, these 
returns are of the utmost importance. Had our present admirable 
system of registration of births, marriages and deaths been in operation 
during the war of the revolution, and that of 1812, some hundreds of 
thousands of dollars would have been saved to the people of this State, 
and hundreds of families, which for years struggled in adversity, would 
have been made comfortable during their lives. Already these records 
have been resorted to, to prove marriages where parties have been 
killed in the existing rebellion, whose families have applied for pensions. 

Respectfully submitted by 

JOHN R. BARTLETT, 

Secretary of State. 
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Table IV. MARRIAGES. 1860. 



Arranged by numtks, and divisions of the State. 



MONTHS. 



January . 
February 

March 

April ... 

May 

June .... 

July 

August . . , 

September 

October . 

November 

December 

Total.... 



Whole 
Number. 



182 
159 
87 
151 
149 
146 
124 
103 
145 
165 
195 
142 
1,748 



DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 



§ 

o 



•c 



9 
10 
5 
5 
6 
6 
4 
11 
6 



p 

o 

g 



11 



86 



20 

11 

10 

8 

14 
13 
10 
10 
13 
14 
15 
9 
147 



• 


• 


• 


■M 


o 


>k 


s 


• 


•3 


o 


►• 




o 


s 


§ 


■g 


04 


S 


o 


S 


•o 


g 


o 


•1 


^ 


H 


04 


24 


45 


72 " 


17 


49 


57 


8 


21 


27 


15 


48 


62 


16 


50 


50 


24 


37 


51 


14 


40 


46 


16 


34 


30 


21 


30 


53 


26 


40 


63 


35 


53 


67 


27 


35 


42 


243 


482 


620 



o 

I 

be 

a 

•mm 

I 



16 

16 

11 

13 

14 

15 

8 

9 

17 

16 

17 

18 

170 
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Table V. AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED. 1860. 

[^Eead thus: 68 meUf under twenty , married women under twenty; 16 
men J under twenty, married women between twenty and twenty-five ; 2T9me7i^ 
between twenty and twenty five, married women under twenty, S^c."] 





AeES OP WOMEN. 


AGES OF MEN. 


a 




s 


8 

3 

63 

122 

58 

26 

10 

9 

3 

1 

295 


• • 

9 
16 
32 
18 
16 
11 

3 

• • 

• • 
■ • 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

106 


• • 

3 
4 
6 

12 

15 

6 

4 

2 

1 

. « 

• * 

• • 

• • 

53 


• • 

1 
1 

5 

7 
7 
8 
3 
1 

33 


• • 

1 

• « 

• • 

• • 

2 
3 

2 
3 

• « 

2 

• < 

1 

• • 

• • 

14 


a 

• • 

• • 

1 

« • 

1 
1 
1 
3 
1 

• • 

1 

• • 

9 


3 

• ■ 

1 

• « 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

2 
1 

5 


a 

8 
. • 

• a 
1 

1 

• • 

• ■ 

• • 

4 


• 

a 
1 

1 

2 

• • 

• • 
» • 

4 


{2 

a 
« • 

2 

■ • 

• • 

• ■ 


i 
1 

& 

m m 

2 
1 

11 
14 


• 

o 


Under 20 

20 and under 25 
25 " 30 
30 '' 35 
35 ^' 40 
40 '^ 45 
45 ** 50 
50 ^' 55 
55 - 60 
60 *' 65 
65 " 70 
70 - 75 
75 *' 80 
80 ** 85 
Not stated 


i 

2i 

i 

4 


)8 
(9 
(2 
20 
5 
1 

1 


31 

2i 

( 

< 

i 

t 


16 
?4 
52 
55 
54 

/ 

2 
3 

• * 

> • 
■ 

• 


87 

742^ 

468 

183 

100 

58 

40 

25 

12 

t 

6 
6 
1 
1 
12 


Whole number of 
Women 


4^ 


to 


7( 


53 


1,748 



I860.] 



DEATHS. 



9 



Table VI. DEATHS. 1860. 



MONTHS. 



January 



February . . . . 



March 



April 



May 



June 



July 



August 



September . . . . 



October 



November . . . . 



December , . . . 



Aggregate .... 



SEX. 



Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 



Male, 
Female, 

Total, 



u 

i 

a 
c 



94 

105 

199 

76 

96 

172 

111 

101 

212 

96 

105 

201 

98 

98 

196 

88 

85 

173 

129 

139 

268 

144 

151 

295 

141 

154 

295 

118 

127 

245 

99 

113 

212 

101 

117 

218 



1,295 
1,391 

8,686 



DIVISIONS OF THE STAT£. 



•n 5 

m 8 



7 

10 

17 
8 
6 

14 
5 
3 
8 
3 
8 

11 
5 
8 

13 
5 
5 

10 
6 
5 

11 
8 
9 

17 
6 
5 

11 
5 
7 

12 

i 

8 

15 

2 

5 

7 



67 
79 

146 



S d 



5 
7 

12 

6 

2 

8 

9 

11 

20 

10 

8 

18 

11 

3 

14 

6 

9 

15 

8 

11 

19 

19 

6 

25 

19 

21 

40 

14 

10 

24 

10 

12 

22 

11 

10 

21 



128 
110 

238 



n 



16 
11 
27 

6 
10 
16 

9 
10 
19 

8 

8 
16 
12 
20 
32 
13 
10 
23 
10 
23 
33 
12 
16 
28 
19 
19 
38 
14 

8 
22 

8 
13 
21 

9 
15 
24 



136 
163 

299 



Towns of 

Providence 

county. 


Providence 
city. 


21 


38 


18 


53 


39 


91 


24 


28 


32 


40 


56 


68 


35 


46 


35 


38 


70 


84 


27 


39 


33 


42 


60 


81 


28 


30 


26 


37 


54 


67 


21 


34 


24 


27 


45 


61 


40 


48 


34 


54 


74 


102 


38 


47 


47 


53 


85 


100 


41 


43 


43 


52 


84 


95 


32 


46 


40 


52 


72 


98 


29 


38 


31 


36 


60 


74 


33 


36 


35 


44 


68 


80 


369 


473 


398 


528 


767 


1,001 



M 

^8 



7 

6 
13 

4 

6 
10 

7 

4 
11 

9 

6 
15 
12 

4 
16 

9 
10 
19 
17 
12 
29 
20 
20 
40 
13 
14 
27 

7 
10 
17 

7 

13 
20 
10 

8 
18 



122 
113 

285 
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Table Vn. DEATHS. 1860. 
Showing the number of each sex who died in each period 



TOWNS 

and divisions of the 

State. 


SEX. 


• 

• • 

• • 


2 

• • 

1 


03 

2 

• • 


2 

03 

• • 

■ • 


• 

2 

• • 

• • 


• 

2 

• • 

1 


• 

2 

• • 

• • 


• 

2 

us 


2 

• « 

• • 


2 

• • 

• • 


2 
8 


Barrington 


Male, 
Female, 


• ft 

• ft 


Bristol 


Male, 


14 


4 


1 


• • 


1 


3 


• • 


4 


3 


1 


1 




Female, 


6 


3 


1 


1 


• • 


1 


• « 


6 


3 


1 


2 


Warren 


Male, 


3 


1 


• « 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


2 


2 


1 




Female, 


2 


1 


• ■ 


• • 


1 


• • 


• • 


ft • 


1 


• « 


• ft 


Bristol County . 


Male, 


17 


5 


1 


ft • 


1 


3 


• • 


4 


5 


3 


2 




Female, 


8 


5 


1 


1 


1 


2 


• • 


6 


4 


1 


2 




Total, 


25 


10 


2 


1 

1 


2 


5 


• ■ 


10 


9 


4 


4 


Coventry 


Male, 
Female, 


2 
4 


1 

• • 


2 

• • 


* • 

* • 






• • 

2 


• ■ 

1 


1 

• • 


• • 

1 


* » 
1 


East Greenwich . 


Male, 


6 


4 


1 


• • 






• ■ 


1 


• • 


2 


1 




Female, 


3 


5 


• • 


■ • 






• • 


2 


1 


2 


• ft 


West Greenwich. 


Male, 
Female, 


1 

1 


• • 

• • 


1 

• • 


• • 




i 


• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 


1 

2 


ft ft 
• ft 


Warwick 


Male, 


18 


6 


2 


2 




3 


• • 


4 


4 


2 


f • 




Female, 


18 


4 


3 


• « 


i 


« • 


2 


5 


4 


1 


3 


Kent County . . 


Male, 


27 


11 


6 


9'' 


3 


• ft 


5 


5 


5 


1 


; Female, 

1 


26 


9 


3 


• • 


1 


1 


4 


8 


5 


6 


4 


i Total, 

1 


53 


20 


9 


2 


1 


4 


4 


13 


10 


11 


5 


Fall River Male, 


5 


6 


1 


3 


1 


2 




3 


1 


■ • 


1 




Female, 


4 


7 


1 


4 


1 


2 




4 


2 


1 


1 


Jamestown 


Male, 
Female, 


• • 


1 




• • 

• • 




• • 

• • 










• ' 


Little Compton . . 


Male, 
Female, 


• • 

1 




, , 


1 
1 




• • 








, , 




Middletown .... 


Male, 
Female, 


2 






• • 

• • 




• • 

• • 












Newport , 


Male, 
Female, 


21 
16 


4 
5 


'2 


1 
2 




■ • 

2 


2 
1 


3 
1 


3 


6 


5 
3 


New Shoreham. . 


Male, 


• • 


• • 








• • 


• • 


t • 










Female, 


• • 


• f 








1 


• • 


• • 


i 


• 




Portsmouth 


Male, 
Female, 


• • 

2 


1 

• • 


• • 




i 


• • 

2 


* • 

• 

• 


1 


1 

• • 






Tiverton , 


Male, 


1 


• • 








• • 


• • 


1 


1 








Female, 


• • 


• • 


i 






1 


1 


• ■ 


1 






Newport County 


Male, 


29 


12 


1 


5 


1 


2 


2 


7 


6 




6 




Female, 


23 


12 


4 


7 


2 


8 


2 


6 


4 


7 


4 




Total, 


52 


24 


5 


12 


3 


10 


4 


13 


10 


7 


10 
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Table VIL DEATHS. 1860. 
cj/" life^ in every (own and division of the State ^ 





4 

• « 

• « 

1 

4 

• ■ 

1 
4 

5 

1 

• • 

• • 

2 

• k 
1 

2 
1 
3 

4 

7 
2 

2 
6 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

5 
6 

11 


• • 

2 
4 
2 
4 
4 
8 

12 

2 
3 

■ . 

8 

11 

2 
13 

2 

4 
4 

k V 
k » 

• • 

2 

• * 

• • 

4 

8 

12 


:8 
s 
1 

• k 

1 

2 

4 

2 
6 

8 

2 

1 
1 
• k 
% • 
1 
2 
4 
3 

7 

1 

. k 
1 

k 1 

1 

\ > 

k k 

4 
5 

• « 

2 

• « 

1 
1 
9 

7 

16 


8 
5 

3 
2 
5 

• • 

5 

. k 
2 
1 

• • 

4 
1 

r 5 

3 

8 

1 

k . 

k . 
« • 
1 
» k 
^ k 

4 

2 

» * 

2 
2 

• • 

• • 

6 
6 

12 


8 

2 
1 
1 
1 

1 
3 
3 

6 

1 
k % 

1 
1 

» • 

4 

6 

1 

7 

1 
1 

• 

1 

2 

> s 

2 
3 

* ^ 

• V 

• • 

2 

6 
6 

12 


s 

1 

• • 

• • 

2 
1 

• • 

2 

2 

4 

1 
1 

^ . 
1 

« « 
4 
4 
6 
5 

11 

1 
1 

1 

k • 

• k 

• k 

4 
3 

• • 

• • 
■ • 

• • 

1 
1 

7 
5 

12 


15 

S 

1 

• • 

2 
2 
1 
3 
3 

6 

« k 
1 
1 
1 

• « 
« • 

4 
3 
6 
5 

10 

2 
1 
1 

• ■* 

1 

• « 

3 

6 

• • 

• • 

1 
1 

• k 

3 

7 
12 

19 


• • 

• • 

1 

4 

1 
5 
2 
9 

11 

1 

\ k 

5 

2 

• • 
^ • 

1 

3 

7 
' 5 

12 

1 

\ • 

. k 

k « 

1 

• • 

• « 

4 
11 
k k 

k k 

2 
3 

2 

• • 

10 
14 

24 


8 

\ • 

1 
3 
• k 
2 
1 
5 

6 

1 
1 
> • 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
5 
4 

9 

% k 
1 

• • 

• • 

4 

• * 

6 

• • 

1 

« « 

2 

2 

3 

13 


S 
1 

• • 

2 

' . k 

2 
5 

5 

^ • 
\ • 
% » 

4 

. . 

• * 

1 

• « 

• % 

1 

1 

2 

• • 
■ • 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

3 
3 


• • 
1 

• • 

• % 

1 

• > 

■ 

1 

• V 

• '• 

'* ^ 

1 

• • 

1 

• • 

2 

2 

• • 

1 

2 

1 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

3 

2 

5 


i 

as 

2 
2 

i 

i 
1 


• 

so 

■•a 

1 

• • 

1 
1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

2 

1 

3 

• • 

• « 


TOTAL. 


a 


5 
45 
17 
67 

• • • • 

16 

27 

9 

76 

128 


5 

50 
24 
79 

• • • • 

17 

28 

6 

59 

110 


o 


* 
« • 

1 
2 
2 

• • 

2 
3 


10 
95 
41 


5 

2 

1 

2 
1 

3 
2 
6 
5 


146 

33 

55 

15 

135 


11 


238 


% • 
k • 

'• . 

k • 
\ . 
\ • 

> ■ 

2 
1 

^ '• 
% '• 

» • 

*• • 

2 
1 


31 
3 
5 
2 

71 

13 

11 

136 

% • • • 


35 

11 

1 

89 

2 

14 

11 

163 


• 

66 

16 
3 

160 
2 

27 
22 


3 


16 


6 


• • • • 


299 
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Table VII. DEATHS. 1860. Co.ntisued. 



TOWNS 

and bivisioks 07 thb 

State. 


SEX. 


»H 

s 

7 
8 

18 
5 
6 

13 
1 
1 
1 

• ■ 

3 

8 
24 
25 

1 

3 
13 

7 

73 
70 

144 

110 
97 

207 

2 
3 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

8 
3 
5 
4 
1 
4 

• • 

4 
17 

18 

35 


s 

fH 

4 

« « 

9 

10 
1 

7 
1 
1 

• • 

• « 

5 

5 

9 

11 

• • 

• • 

7 

6 

36 

40 

76 

63 
59 

112 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

3 

• • 

• • 

• • 

6 
13 


• 
CO 

s 

3 
1 
4 
1 

2 

• . 

< . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

10 

5 

• i 

• 4 

2 

5 

24 

15 

39 

20 
17 

37 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• « 

1 

• • 

1 
1 
1 

3 

• • 

• ■ 

1 

• • 

4 
4 

8 


Hi 
CO 

• • 

4 4 

2 
8 
3 
2 

• • 

1 

4 • 

• • 

1 

. . 
1 

2 

• 4 

4 4 

1 

1 

8 
9 

17 

13 
15 

28 

1 

• 4 

• • 

1 
1 
1 

3 

• • 

• • 

2 

1 
2 

• • 

1 
6 

7 

13 


4 

H« 

t • 

• « 

2 
1 

. . 

2 

4 • 

1 

4 4 

m • 
4 4 
m 4 

3 
4 

• 9 

• 4 

• 4 

4 4 

5 

8 

13 

15 

8 

23 

• 4 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

3 

« ' 

4 4 

2 
3 

• 4 

• 4 

• 4 
« 4 

2 
6 

8 


■ 

s 

to 

1 

4 • 

2 
3 
3 

7 

6 
2 

• 9 
9 « 

4 

4 

16 

16 

32 

16 
23 

39 

• 4 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 

2 
3 

2 

1 

5 

4 

1 
o 

. « 
11 
10 

21 


» 
fH 

2 

o 

fH 

• • 

1 

3 

1 

. . 

1 

2 

4 4 

4 m 

1 
1 

6 

4 • 
4 • 

1 

2 

7 

12 

19 

6 
16 

22 

2 
1 
1 
1 

• 4 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

3 
3 

6 


2 
ta 

• • 

• • 

3 
. 1 

5 
2 

. . 
1 

• • 

1 

. « 
6 

• . 
1 
3 
4 

11 

16 


• 

2 

• • 

1 
1 

3 
3 
5 
3 
1 

. . 
3 
2 
1 
4 

10 

4 4 

1 

2 

8 

15 

33 


8 

2 
1 

2 
2 
2 
1 
3 

• • 

• • 
« • 

1 

. . 

2 

5 

1 

2 

4 

4 

12 

18 

30 

13 
29 

42 

2 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

1 
1 

• • 

1 

2 

• • 
■ • 

1 

• • 

5 
4 

9 


2 
8 


Burrillville 

Cranston. ...... 

Cumberland . . . . 

Foster * ^ j . j . . . . 

Glocester 

Johnston 

North Providence 

Scituate . i 

Smithfield . . ; ^ . . 
Towns in Pro- ) 

VIDBNCE Co. ) 


Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female y 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male. 
Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 


1 
1 
2 

• • 

1 
3 
1 
3 

. . 

. . 
2 
1 
1 
2 

. . 

. . 
4 
6 

12 

16 


Providence ) 
(City.) j * ' 

Charlestown .... 

Exeter 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown 
South Kingstown 

Richmond 

Westerly 

WASinNGTON Co. 


27 

17 
18 

35 

i 

1 

• 4 

• • 

1 

■ • 

2 
1 

3 


48 

21 
35 

56 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

3 

4 9 

1 

• • 

• 

1 

• « 

1 

2 
2 
6 

8 


28 

17 
23 

40 

1 

i 

2 
1 
1 
1 

1 

• • 

5 
3 

8 
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Table VII. DEATHS. 1860. Contwoed. 



























^ Ti 


TOTAL 


» 


• 

s 


s 


3 


2 


i 




• 

s 


s 


SB 
S 


s 




3 


^ 1 

a o8 


• 


• 


^ 


9 
2 


• • 


• • 


13 
< • 


1 


1 


1 


1 


ft • 


• • 


■ « 


S 1 ig 
.... 24 


Pn 


^ 


1 




« • 


• • 


1 


• • 


2 


• • 


1 


ft • 


1 


ft ft 


1 


• • 




20 


44 


3 


2 


2 


3 


3 


5 


4 


• ■ 


1 


• ft 


1 


• 4 


.... 72 






4 


1 


3 


f • 


• • 


4 


2 


2 


1 


4 




• < 


1 


51 


123 


4 


1 


4 


• • 


2 


2 


2 


1 




ft • 




• < 


.... 41 






3 


1 


1 


2 


* • 


1 


3 


1 




4 


1 


1 




63 


104 


« • 


2 


1 


• • 


• • 


2 


1 


ft • 


3 


1 




ft ft 


.... 16 






2 


• 
• • 


1 


1 


i « 


• • 


• • 


2 




• • 




1 




18 


34 


t • 


1 


1 


2 


» • 


• • 


• ft 


2 




2 


i 


ft ■ 


.... 13 






1 


1 


1 


• • 


ft • 


• • 


• 


1 




1 




1 




11 


24 


1 


1 


2 


1 


1 


3 


1 


t • 




1 




ft • 


.... 27 






2 


• • 


1 


1 


2 


• • 


2 


2 




1 




1 




29 


56 


4 


6 


6 


3 


2 


4 


• • 


5 




• ■ 




1 


.... 91 






3 


5 


4 


4 


2 


3 


4 


2 


6 


1 


1 


• • 




113 


204 


1 • 


3 


• • 


1 


ft • 


• • 


1 


1 


• • 


1 




• • 


.. .. 9 






t • 


I • 


1 


1 


• • 


1 


1 


1 


2 


• • 




ft ft 




14 


23 


5 


2 


2 


3 


4 


4 


3 


6 


2 


1 


1 


• « 


.. 2 76 






5 


2 


2 


1 


2 


3 


5 


1 


3 


3 


3 


1 


.. 1 


79 


155 


18 


20 


17 


13 


12 


21 


18 


16 


7 


6 


3 


1 


.. 2 369 






20 


10 
30 
23 


15 
32 
13 


10 
23 
16 


8 
20 
12 


12 
33 


18 
81 


12 

28 


13 

20 


14 
20 


6 
9 


5 
6 


.. 2 
4 


398 




38 
29 


767 


18 


17 


8 


19 


10 


3 


2 


2 .. 473 






19 


24 
47 

i 


19 
32 

• • 

1 


16 
32 

• • 


18 

30 

2 

ft • 

2 


17 

35 

1 
1 

• • 


15 
82 


20 

28 


21 
40 


8 

18 


7 
10 


3 
5 


1 .. 


528 




48 


1,001 


1 












.... 10 


5 




• • 


• • 

2 


1 

• • 










15 


• • 

4 • 


• • 


1 




.. .. 8 












• • 


ft ■ 




• • 


• « 


ft ft 








2 


10 


1 




1 


• • 


1 

• • 


• • 




1 

• • 


• • 

1 


1 

• • 




i 


1 .. 14 


14 


28 






2 

• • 




2 


1 


4 


3 


2 


3 






.... 37 






• • 




2 


• • 


2 


5 


4 


3 


1 




3 .. 


30 


67 


1 


1 


• • 




1 


1 


• • 


2 


2 


3 




i 


.... 29 






1 






• • 

• • 

• • 


1 


2 


3 


1 


2 


4 








40 


69 




• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 


J. 
1 

• • 
ft • 


1 

• • 
ft ft 














.... 11 


12 
10 




• • 


■ • 
« • 

1 


• • 

1 
1 


• • 

1 


1 








23 


• • 






2 13 




• • 


■ ■ 


1 






23 


2 


2 


4 




8 


4 


5 


9 


5 


7 


1 


1 


1 2 122 






1 


• • 

2 


• • 

4 


2 
9 


4 
12 


3 

7 


6 
11 


7 
16 


8 
13 


8 
15 


2 
3 


1 

2 


3 .. 

4 2 .... 


113 

• • • • 




3 


235 
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Table VII. DEATHS. 1860. 
Shoteing the number of each sex who died in each period 



towns 

and divisions of the 

State. 


SEX. 


• 

• • 

14 
6 
3 
2 

17 
8 

25 

2 

4 
6 
3 

1 
1 

18 
18 
27 
26 

53 

5 
4 

• • 

• • 

• • 
1 

2 

• • 

21 
16 

• • 

• • 

• • 

2 

1 

• • 

29 
23 

52 


• 
04 

3 

fH 

• • 
1 

4 
3 
1 
1 
5 
5 

10 

1 

• • 

4 
5 

• • 

• • 

6 

4 

11 

9 

20 

6 

7 
1 

4 
5 

• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

12 
12 

24 


• 
00 

04 

• • 

. . 
1 
1 

• • 

• • 

1 
1 

2 

2 

• • 

. 1 

• • 

1 

• • 

2 
3 

6 
3 

9 

1 
1 

• ■ 

• • 

• • 

• • 
■ • 

a • 

2 

• a 
a a 

• a 

• a 

• • 
1 

1 

4 
5 


• 

s 

00 

a a 
a • 

• a 

1 

• • 
a • 
« a 

1 
1 

• • 

• • 

• a 

• a 
« • 

• a 

2 

• • 

2 

a a 

2 

3 
4 

• • 

• a 

. 1 
1 

• a 

• • 
1 

2 

* 

5 

7 

12 


• 

S 

• a 

• a 

1 

• a 

• • 

1 
1 

1 

2 

• • 
J- 

J- 

i 
i 

2 
3 


• 

s 

. • 

1 

3 

1 

• a 

• a 

3 
2 

5 

i 

3 

• a 

3 
1 

4 



2 

• • 
« • 

a a 
a a 

• • 

• • 

• a 

2 

• • 

1 

• a 

2 

a a 

1 

2 

8 

10 


s 

a • 
a • 

• a 

• • 
« a 
a • 
a • 

• a 

• a 

• a 

2 

• a 

• a 

• « 

1 

a a 

2 

a ft 

4 
4 

2 
1 

• • 

a • 

a • 
• 
• 

• a 

1 

2 

2 

4 


3 

• • 

a • 

4 
6 

a a 

• a 

4 

6 

10 

• • 

1 
1 
2 

• • 

a • 

4 

5 
5 

8 

13 

3 
4 

3 
1 

• a 

• • 
a a 

1 
1 

• • 

7 
6 

13 


s 

a • 
a • 

3 
3 
2 
1 
5 
4 

9 

1 

• a 
a a 

1 

• • 
a a 

4 
4 
5 
5 

10 

1 
2 

a • 

• • 
a a 
a • 

• a 

• • 

3 

• a 
a • 

1 
1 

• a 

1 
1 

6 
4 

10 


a 

• a 

• • 

1 
1 

2 

a a 

3 
1 

4 

a a 

1 

2 

2 
1 
2 
2 

1 
5 
6 

11 

1 

6 

"7 
7 


^ 

£ 
8 


Barrington 

Bristol 

Warren 

Bristol County . 

Coventry 

East Greenwich . 
West Greenwich. 

Warwick 

Kent County . . 

Fall River 

Jamestown 

Little Compton . . 
Middletown .... 

Newport 

New Shoreham. . 

Portsmouth 

Tiverton 

Newport County 


Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total. 


• ft 

• ft 

1 

2 
1 

• a 

2 
2 

4 

« * 

1 

1 

■ • 

• • 

• * 

• • 

8 
1 
4 

5 

1 
1 

5 
3 

6 
4 

10 
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Table VIL DEATHS. 1860. 
o/" lifBi in every town and division of the State^ 



1 




: 










' '■-■ 




ft 


• 




TOTAL 




^ 


4 


S 


« 


$ 


S 




i? 


^ 


^ 


S 


^ 


o 


1 




,2 




& 


S 


o 


3 


5 


5 


5 


s 


O 


s 


B 


s 


a 


'«a 


9 
•3 


a 


s 


^ 


• • 


• • 


S 
1 




8 
2 


1 


1 


• ■ 


• * 






S 


& 


s 
5 




^ 


* • 




1 


■ • 


• % 


• » 


• \ 


1 


• • 


• • 


• • 


% • 


1 


• • 








5 


10 


2 


1 


2 


1 


3 


1 


• • 


• % 


1 


1 


« ■ 


1 


• ft 


, , 


45 






2 


4 


4 


2 


• • 


1 


2 


2 


4 


3 


2 


• • 








50 


95 


• • 


• • 


2 


\ • 


2 


V ^ 


1 


2 


1 


• '• 


> ft 


ft ft 






17 






^ • 


* • 


4 


4 


% • 


1 


• • 


1 


5 


2 


2 


• ft 








24 


41 


2 


1 


4 


2 


5 


3 


2 


3 


2 


1 


• . 


1 






67 






3 


4 
5 


8 


6 


• • 


3 
6 


2 
4 


3 
6 


9 
11 


5 
6 


5 
5 


ft ft 

1 




• • 


ft ft • ft 


79 

ft • • • 




5 


12 


8 


5 


146 


2 


1 


\ • 


2 .. 


1 


• » 


« « 


1 


1 




• . 




1 


16 






1 


• • 


2 


1 


• \ 


1 


1 


« « 


1 




• » 




1 




17 


33 


s . 


• • 


3 


1 .. 


1 


1 


1 


5 


\ • 


• ft 


• . 




• • 


27 






2 


2 


• \ 


l| 2 


1 


\ • 


1 


2 


1 


« • 


1 


2 


ft • 




28 


55 


1 


• % 


« • 


• « 


1 


k • 


1 


• « 


• • 


2 




ft ft 




• • 


9 






V • 


1 


V • 


V • 


• • 


S • 


• « 


ft • 


^ • 


1 


« • 


ft ft 




ft • 




6 


15 


3 


2 


8 


1 


4 


4 


4 


4 


1 


2 




ft ft 




1 


76 






2 


1 


« • 


2 


1 


\ . 


4 


3 


3 


1 


. • 


1 




ft ft 




69 


135 


6 


3 


11 


4 


f 5 


6 


6 


6 


7 


5 


Q 


• • 




2 


128 






5 


4 

7 
2 


2 
13 


3 


3 


1 

7 
1 


5 
11 

1 


5 

10 

2 


5 

12 

1 


4 
9 


4 


2 

2 

• • 


2 
2 


1 

3 




110 




11 


7 

1 


8 


238 


<. • 


31 




• 






2 


1 


1 


1 

• 


1 


1 
1 




1 


• • 

• ft 


1 

• ft 






3 


35 


66 










% • 


1 


1 


\ ft 


1 




• ft 

1 


• • 

• ft 






5 












1 


1 


2 




1 

• ft 


• ft 


4 


« ft 
• ft 


• • 






2 


11 


16 


^ 1 






• . 


^ • 


• . 


• ft 


• ft 


• \ 




1 


• \ 








1 


3 


2 


2 


4 


4 


4 


2 


4 


3 


4 




1 


I 2 


, , 




71 






1 


6 

• • 

• • 


4 


5 

• * 


2 


3 


3 

• • 

• • 


6 

• ■ 
ft ■ 


11 

» » 


6 


2 

• • 

• • 


1 

• • 
ft • 


1 






89 
2 


160 
2 




1 


• • 


2 


2 


• » 


• • 


1 


2 


1 


1 


1 






13 








• • 


2 


• • 


2 


• » 


• • 


1 


3 


ft ft 


.. 


ft * 








14 


27 




• ■ 


• « 


1 


• • 


2 


1 


• ft 


2 


2 


• ■ 


• • 






11 








« • 


• • 


1 


. . 


» » 


1 


3 


• • 


2 


• • 


• ft 








11 


22 


2 


5 


4 


9 


6 


6 


7 


7 


10 


3 


3 


3 






136 






1 


6 
11 


8 
12 


7 
16 


6 
12 


6 
12 


5 
12 


12 
19 


14 
24 


13 


3 


2 
6 


1 

1 


• % 


.... 


163 




3 


16 


6 


« ft ft • 


299 



1 
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Table VII. DEATHS. 1860. Continued. 



[1860. 



TOWNS 

a5d divisions ov tus 

State. 


SF.X. 


& 

7 
8 

18 
5 
6 

13 
1 
1 
1 

• • 

3 

8 
24 
25 

1 

3 
13 

7 

73 
70 

144 

110 
97 

207 

2 
3 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

8 
3 
5 
4 
1 
4 

• • 

4 
17 

18 

35 


• 

O 
^a 

fi 

4 

« < 

9 

10 

1 

7 
1 
1 

• « 

• « 

5 

5 

9 

11 

• • 

• • 

7 
6 

36 
40 

76 

63 

59 

112 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

3 

• • 

1 

• • 

1 
4 
1 
2 
1 

• • 

7 
6 

13 


« 
CO 

•s 

3 

1 

4 

1 
o 

. « 

4 . 
1 
1 
1 

2 

1 

10 

5 

• • 

2 

5 

24 

15 

39 

20 
17 

37 

• • 

• « 

1 

• • 

1 
1 
1 

3 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

4 
4 

8 


s 

CO 

• • 
« < 

2 
3 
3 
2 

• • 

• * 

4 4 

• 4 
4 • 

8 
9 

17 

13 
15 

28 

1 

« 4 

• • 

1 
1 
1 

3 

• • 

• • 

2 

1 
2 

• • 

1 
6 
7 

13 


us 

• • 

• « 

2 
1 

4 4 

2 

• • 

1 

4 4 

• • 
4 * 

• • 

3 
4 

■ • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

5 

8 

13 

15 

8 

23 

• 4 

• • 

• ■ 

• • 

3 

« * 

4 4 

2 
3 

• 4 

• 4 

• 4 

• « 

2 
6 

8 


• 

1 

2 
3 
3 

7 

6 
2 

• • 

• • 

4 

4 

16 

16 

32 

16 
23 

39 

• 4 

• • 
■ fl 

• • 

1 

2 
3 
2 

1 
5 
4 
1 
2 

• 4 

11 

10 
21 


■ 

us 

5 

• • 

1 

3 

4 4 
4 . 

1 
. . 

1 

2 

4 4 

• « 

1 

1 

6 

4 • 
4 • 

1 

2 

7 

12 

19 

6 
16 

22 

2 
1 

1 
1 

• 4 

1 

• 4 

• • 

• • 

3 
3 

6 


s 

• • 

• • 

3 

1 
5 
2 

4 4 

1 

• • 

1 

. . 

. 4 

. i 

6 

• 4 

1 

8 

4 

11 

16 

27 

17 
18 

35 

i 

1 

• 4 

• • 

1 

• • 

2 
1 

3 


• • 

1 
1 

3 

3 

6 

3 

1 

. . 

3 

2 

1 

4 

10 

. . 

1 

2 

8 

15 

33 

48 

21 
35 

56 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• ■ • 

• • 

3 

• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

1 
2 
2 
6 

8 


8 

& 

1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
3 

• • 

• ■ 

• • 

• • 

1 

. . 
2 
5 
1 
2 
4 
4 
12 
18 

30 

13 
29 

42 

2 

• • 

• • 

1 

t a 

1 

1 

. . 

1 

2 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

5 
4 

9 


a 
8 


Burrillville 

Cranston. ...... 

Cumberland .... 

Foster . . i . ^ . . . . 

Glocester 

Johnston 

North Providence 

Scituate 

Smithfield . . . ^ . . 
Towns in Pro- \ 

VIDENCE Co. j 

Providence > 
(City.) | * ' 

Charlestown .... 

Exeter 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown 
South Kingstown 

Richmond 

Westerly 

Washington Co. 


Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female^ 

Male, ' 

Female, 

Total, 

Male. 
Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 


1 
1 
2 

• 4 

1 

8 
1 
3 

. . 

. 4 

2 
1 
1 

2 

. . 
4 
6 

12 
16 

28 

17 
23 

40 

1 

i 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

• « 

5 
3 

8 
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Table VII. DEATHS. 1860. CosTtNCED. 





s 
2 

■ • 

2 
1 
1 

1 
2 

• 

• • 

1 
1 
1 

• • 

6 

5 
3 

• • 

2 

2 
20 
10 

30 

23 
24 

47 

i 
i 

• « 

2 


s 

• » 

1 
2 
3 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
5 
4 

1 

2 

2 

17 

15 

32 

13 
19 

32 

• • 

• • 

1 

> • 

1 

• • 

2 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

4 

• • 

4 


2 

s 

m « 

• • 

3 

• • 

• • 

2 

• • 

1 
2 

• • 

1 
1 
3 
4 
1 
1 
3 
1 
13 
10 

23 

16 
16 

32 

fl • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• ■ 

• • 

2 
9 


« • 

2 
3 

• • 
2 

• • 

• • 

1 
2 
2 
2 

• • 

• • 

4 

2 

12 

8 

20 

12 
18 

30 

2 

• • 

2 

• • 

1 

• • 

2 
2 
1 
1 

1 

• • 

• • 

8 
4 

12 


8 

— — 

1 

• • 

5 
4 
2 

1 
2 

• • 

• • 

3 

• • 

4 
3 

• • 

1 

4 

3 

21 

12 

33 

18 
17 

35 

1 
1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

1 
2 
1 

« • 

> > 
4 
8 

7 


• 

s 

1 
1 

4 

2 

3 

1 

• • 

9 • 

• • 

1 

2 

• • 

4 
1 
1 
3 
5 

18 
18 

81 

17 
15 

32 

1 

4 

2 

• • 

3 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 
5 
6 

11 


s 


SB 
S 


s 

• ■ 
« • 

• * 

4 

• • 

4 

1 

• • 

2 
1 
1 

1 

• • 

1 
1 

• • 

1 

3 

6 

14 

20 

10 

8 

18 

• • 
t 1 

• • 

• i 

1 

• » 

3 
3 
3 

4 

• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

7 
8 

15 


s 

• • 

1 
1 

i 

i 

i 
i 

3 
3 

6 

9 

3 

7 

10 

i 
i 

i 

1 

2 
3 


a 

s 

• • 
« . 

• • 

• < 

1 

1 

« • 

1 

• • 

1 
1 

• • 

• • 
« « 

• i 

1 

1 

5 

6 

2 
3 

5 

i 
i 

i 

1 
2 


i 

1 

• • 

1 
t 

i 
i 

€ 


1 

«o 

i 

2 

1 
2 
2 

4 


TOTAL. 


• 


• 



1 
24 

72 

41 

16 

13 

27 

91 

9 

1 76 

1 369 


• 
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398 


• 

1 


1 
« • 

3 
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3 

« . 
2 

1 
1 
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44 
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34 

24 

56 
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23 
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38 
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37 
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11 
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40 
12 
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RECAPITULATION. 



COUNTTESv 


SEX. 


1 

17 

8 


e4 

2 

6 
5 


2 

1 
1 


• 

2 

CO 

• • 

1 


« 
to 

2 

1 
1 


2 

kO 

3 
2 


J2 
2 

• • 

• • 


• 

2 

4 
6 


2 

5 
4 


8 
2 

3 
1 


2 

- ' 


Bristol County. 


Males, 
Females, 


2 
2 




Total, 


26 


10 


2 


1 


2 


6 


• • 


10 


9 


4 


4 


Kent County, . . 


Males, 
FemaleS) 

Total, 


27 
26 

53 


11 

9 

20 


6 
3 


2 

• • 


1 
1 


3 
1 

4 


• • 

4 
4 


6 

8 

13 
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6 
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6 
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1 
4 




9 


2 


5 
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23 
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6 
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1 
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2 
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4 


7 
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4 
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62 


24 


5 


12 


3 


10 


4 
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10 


7 


10 


pRovibENCE Co. » 
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184 
167 


89 
99 


44 
32 


21 
24 


20 
16 


32 
39 


13 

28 


28 
34 


36 

68 


25 
47 


29 
39 




Total, 


351 


188 


76 


46 


36 


71 


41 


62 


104 


72 


68 


Washington Co» 
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Females^ 


17 

18 


7 
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4 
4 


6 

7 


2 
6 


11 

10 


3 
3 


2 
1 


2 
6 


5 
4 


5 
3 




Total, 


35 


13 


8 


13 


8 


21 


6 


3 


8 


9 


8 

1 


Whole State* . . 


Males, 
Females, 


274 
242 


124 
131 


66 
44 


34 
39 


24 

26 


61 

60 


18 
37 


46 
55 


54 

87 


38 
65 


43 

52 




Total, 


516 


256 


100 


73 


60 


111 


55 


101:141 


103 


95 
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68 63 
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5 
5 
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7 
5 



10 12 



7 
12 



19 



10 
14 



24 



24 26 
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84 



56 



9 
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16 



48 
59 



87 100 101 107 120 
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8 
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5 
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1 
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4 
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13 


3 
3 


16 


6 


16 
22 


6 
13 


38 


19 


8 


1 
2 


15 


3 


32 
52 


18 

24 


84 


37 



s 
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3 
2 



o 

S 



3 

8 



11 



8 
13 



21 



S 
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2 
2 



1 



2 
1 



1 
3 



3 

7 



10 



2 
1 



67 



128 



136 



2 
2 



6 
3 



842 



122 



1295 



a 



o 



79 



146 



110 



238 



163 



299 



926 
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113 



235 
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Table X. OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH. 1860. 
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Table X. OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH. Continued. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Mason 

Mechanic .... 
Merchant .... 

Miller 

Milliner 

Mulespinner . . 
Nurse (male). 
Nurse (female) 

Operative 

Painter 

Patternmaker . . . 

Pedler 

Porter 

Physician 

Planemaker . . . . 

I^igger 

Saloonkeeper . . . 

Seamstress 

Servant 

Shoemaker , . , . 
Silversmith , , , , . 
Sister of Mercy , . 
Stablekeeper .... 
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Stove polisher. . . 
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Tailor 

Tailoress 

Teacher (male) . 
Teacher (female) 

Teamster 

Tinsmith 

Tobacconisi .... 
Toll collector . . . 
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Undertaker 

Underwriter . . . . 
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Watchmaker. . . . 
Washerwoman . . 
Weaver (female) 
Wheelwright .... 

Woolsorter 
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Watchman 



Total 



AGES AT DEATH. 



8 
S 



• • • • • 



8 



1 
1 
2 



2 



1 



s 
8 



s 



2 
1 
2 



8 
1 



1 



1 
2 



5 
1 
1 



1 
4 
2 



1 



8 
S 



3 
1 
3 
1 



2 
1 



1 



2 



1 



1 



1 



1 
2 



4, 5 

.1 1 



94101105 94 






2 
1 
6 
1 
1 



1 
2 
1 



1 
1 
2 



a 



2 
1 



g!i 



2 

8 



1 



2 
1 



1 



106 



1 



s 



1 



31 1 



IL. 



8o!41 



o 
iz: 

O 



12 

5 

15 
3 
6 
1 
1 
2 
24 
5 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
9 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
o 
1 

1 

p" 
/ 

1 

i; 
1 

14 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
4 
2 
1 
1 
1 



< 

3 

I 

to 

< 



587 

289 

848 

190 

266 

24 

37 

111 

888 

245 

24 

60 

103 

174 

79 

113 

47 

116 

97 

514 

82 

44 

43 

107 

08 

42 

110 

270 

74 

42 

389 

21 

63 

70 

671 

113 

81 

75 

35 

108 

122 

117 

36 

22 

63 



8 634 33,052 






49.44 
57.80 
56.53 
63.33 
44.33 
24.00 
37.00 
55.50 
37.00 
49.00 
24.00 
60.00 
51.50 
58.00 
79.00 
56.50 
47.00 
58.00 
48.50 
57.11 
41.00 
22.00 
43.00 
53.50 
68.00 
21.00 
55.00 
54.00 
74.00 
42.00 
55.57 
21.00 
63.00 
70.00 
47.93 
56.50 
81.00 
37.50 
35.00 
54.00 
30.50 
58.50 
36.00 
22.00 
63.00 
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SUPPLEMENT TO TABLE XL 

Li the table on the preceding page, all those occupations are given which 
furnished three or more deaths from specified causes. The following is a 
summary of occupations in which h»s than three deaths occurred from, given 
causes. Table XI and supplement include all the cases in which the occupa- 
tions, together with the cause of death, was given in our returns— ages under 
twenty, or unspecified, being omitted in both table and supplement. The 
whole number of cases is 612. 



▲gent, Dropsy. 

Architect, Old Age. 

Barber, Bowels j Inflammation of^ Consmnption. 

Bank officer, Catarrh. . 

Blockprinter, Inienvperanu. 

Boatbnilder, Oxncer. 

Bookkeeper, J\tra/y«t5, Conwdsions. 

Briekmaker, Con<ump(ion, (two eases). 

Broker, Kidneys, Disease of. 

Clergyman, Heart, Disease of. 

Constable, Hearty Disease of. 

Cordwainer, lAver^ Disease of. 

Cook, Consumption, Old Age. 

Cooper, Cystitis, Old Age, 

Collier, Consumption, Pneumonia. 

City Clerk, Consumption. 

GoUector, Consumption. 

Currier, ErysipelAS. 

Oarriagimaker, Consumption. 

Engineer, Casualty, Consumption. 

Engineer (ciTil), Apoplexy. 

Filegrinder, Ulceration of Larynx. 

lUemaker, hUemperanee. 

Grayestone cutter, Poisoning. 

Ganger, Apoplexy. 

Gilder, Consurrqttioii. 

Hamessmaker, Consumption. 

Lumber dealer, Consumption 

Nurse, Pneumonia. 



Pianemaker, Old Age. 

Porter, Cancer, Consunqttion^ * 

Patternmaker, CasttaUy. 

Pedler, Consumption. 

Rigger, Brain, Inflammation of. Consumption^ 

Silyersmith, Heart, Disease of 

Sister of Mercy, Corwumption, (two cases). 

Servant, Intenq)eranee, Pneumonia. 

Stablekeeper, Chnsurrtption. 

Stovepolisher^ Bronchitis. 

Student) Bratn, Congestion of, Typhoid fever. 

Stonecutter, Consumption, Dropsy* 

Tobacconist. Ixver, Disease of. 

Tinsmith, Gmsumption. 

Teacher (male), Brain, Disease of. 

Teacher (female), Consumption. 

Toll collector. Senile Gangrene. 

Truckman, Cancer, Dropsy. 

Tailor, Consumption, Typhoid J^etier. 

Underwriter, Rheumatism. 

Undertaker, Brain, Inflammation of OutuUty. 

Woolsorter, Brain, Inflammation of 

Washerwoman, Heart, Disease of. 

Waiter, Drotoning, Peritonitis. 

Watchmaker, Drowning. 

Watchman, Pyamia. 

Wheelwright, lAv&r, Disease of. 

Woodcarver, Consumption^ 
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Table XII. 

Shoiffing the prevailing winds, the mean aUitvde of the barometer in degrees^ 
the mean cloudiness of the skg, the number of dags of rain or snow, and 
the quantitg of rain or snow in inches, for each month of the gear 1860. 

From the obserrationB of PBorsflSOB Caswell, of Brown Uoiyenity, ProTidence. 



1890. 



January . 
February 
March . . 



April .... 

May 

June 

July 

August . . . 
September 
October .. 
November 
December 
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3 aja 
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Si 
as 




a tf o 

15-2 
ares 


15 


14 


80.067 


4.6 


8 


0.80 


6 


2 


9 


12 


80.099 


6.0 


9 


3.54 


8 


7 


10 


11 


29.917 


4.2 


9 


1.80 


4 


7 


7 


12 


30.009 


5.4 


13 


1.56 


14 


18 


8 


1 


30.059 


5.2 


5 


1.65 


6 


2 


10 


12 


29.919 


5.1 


13 


4.02 


4 


2 


15 


10 


30.016 


5.0 


11 


3.09 


2 


7 


13 


*8 


30.055 


5.6 


12 


5.70 


2 


1 


12 


15 


80.138 


5.0 


8 


5.38 


9 


1 


11 


10 


80.139 


6.0 


9 


2.10 


2 


4 


10 


14 


29.945 


5.6 


11 


8.95 


6 

59 


8 
49 


1 


22 


30.049 


6.1 


8 


4,66 


116 


141 


30.084 


5.3 


116 


88.24 



The cloudiness is expreeied in IQths of the heaTens. 

The mean temperatnre of the mercury in the Barometer is 65 ® Fahrenheit neailj. Bednced to 82 ® 
we hare the mean pressure At the leyel of the sea, 29.986 inches. 



Table XIII. 

Showing the mean temperatiirCf the highest and lowest degree, and range / 
also the greatest change in twenty four hours, for each month of the gear 
1860. 

From the obserrations of PaoFKSSOB Caswsll, of Brown Unirersity, Proyidencc. 



18U0. 



January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Whole Year 

* One day omitted. 
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56° 
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39°.l 
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51° 
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44°.8 


68° 
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46° 
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550.5 


76° 


89° 


87° 


28° 


5th. 


640.7 
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220 


14th and 16th. 
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88° 


47° 
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4th and 14th. 


510.2 


70° 


28° 
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810 


17th. 


48^.2 


700 
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56° 


84o 


24th. 


27°.9 


52° 


2° 


60° 


19° 


19th. 


480.7 


87° 


-1° 


50° 


40° 


Jan. 8l8t. 
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REMARKS. 



I 



Iht the year 1853, the first in which the present system of registra- 
tion was carried into effect, the births, marriages and deaths of between 
three and four thousand persons were recorded. In the year 1860, 
the names of over nine thousand (9,094) persons were registered as 
the subjects of these events ; while in the aggregate of our registra- 
tion period important facts have been recorded in the personal history 
oi r\e2Lv\y jifty^seven thousand (56,976) persons. It will be seen that 
the elements are rapidly accumulating from which we are not only 
able at present to illustrate the course of many known laws of the 
phenomena of life, but may hereafter be guided to the discovery of 
new facts and principles which may contribute to our social and sani- 
tary welfare. 

The number of births recorded during the year 1860 was 4,493 ; 
the number of deaths^ 2,686. The excess of births over the deaths 
shows the natural increase of our population during the year to have 
been 1,807, the average annual increase during the ten years 1850-60, 
by birth and immigration, having been 2,707. From births alone, 
ihe daily increase, in 1860, was nearly five persons. The 1,748 
marriages^ representing 3,496 individuals, show the married to liave 
exceeded the decedents by 810. These vital movements indicate the 
year to have been, with the people, one of more than ordinary health, 
prosperity and happiness. 

While we are able to announce the generally satisfactory condition 
of the returns, it is to be regretted that the same care is not given in 
all parts of the State to their preparation. In many instances the 
returns are admirable ; in others they are evidently defective, deficient 
not only as to the number of cases recorded, but defective as to the 
details of such as are recorded. These deficiencies are most observa- 
ble in the returns of births and deaths. Thus, the town of Scituate, 
with a population of 4,251, returns but twenty-three deaths, which 
would be increased to sixty-four if the mortality was there equal to 
that which obtained in the State at large, which was undoubtedly the 
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case. Again, the three towns, Jamestown, Middletown and New 
Shoreham — all m Newport county — return an aggregate of eight 
deaths, from a population amounting to nearly 3,000. Had these 
towns suffered only the average mortality, they should have returned 
between forty and fifty deaths. Now there is no sufficient reason 
for this. There is no reason why the returns from the rural por-* 
tions of the State may not be as complete and reliable as those ob- 
tained from the cities and large villages. The labor may be some- 
thing greater, but the compensation made by the State is sufficient to 
enable the town clerk of almost every town annually to employ one 
or more persons to go from house to house and collect the facts to be 
registered. It is utterly impossible, from inaccurate returns, to settle 
many important questions concerning the vital movements of our pop- 
ulation, while all those comparisons are greatly impaired which it 
would be so instnictive to make between the rural and urban popula- 
tions of a small State, subject to the same general laws of climate, and 
presenting no marked differences in its topographical features. 

It is, of course, impossible to ascertain what proportion of the births, 
marriages and deaths are annually left unrecorded. Of the deaths, 
however, which most frequently escape registration, we may safely 
say that the proportion is not less than in Massachusetts, where, 
according to Mr. Elliott, the deficiency in the records of mortality 
amounts to over 16 per cent. 

The plan of the present report differs in no essential respect from 
those which have preceded it. While this may give, from year to 
year, an unpleasant sameness, particularly to the tabular portions of 
the work, it is more than counter-balanced by the superior facilities 
which it furnishes for reference — for comparing the resulting facts of 
one year with another, or consolidating the meagre and perhaps 
unmeaning tables of single years into intelligible and instructive 
aggregates. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. Kennedy, the superintendent of the 
census, we were furnished with the table which may be found on the 
last page of this report, showing the sex and color of the population 
ot each town in the State, as taken by the census of June 1st, 1860. 
By it, we have been able to present some of the relations of the births, 
marriages, and deaths, to the population. The data for a detailed com- 
parison of the facts of registration, as they appear among the several 
sexes, ages and classes of the population, will, when obtained, furnish 
most interesting subjects of inquiry. 

To Prof. Caswell, of Brown University, we are again indebted for 
the meteorological tables which accompany this report. 
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BIRTHS. 

The number of living children born in Rhode Island, during the 
year ending December 31st, 1860, was 4,493, an increase of 170 
over the number reported the precedincj year, and a larger number 
than has been returned for any year since the commencement of 
registration in the State. 

Including the still-born, the whole number of births, was. for each 
of the last five years, as follows : — 



18S3. 


18&7. 


1858. 


1869. 


1860. 


2,906. 


4,026. 


4,263. 


4,500. 


4,660. 



The marked difference, between the number of births in 1856 and 
1857, was owing to improvements in the registration law, and the con- 
sequent greater completeness of the returns for the latter year. Since 
1856, each year has shown a pretty uniform increase. 

A comparison, however, of the number of births returned from the 
different towns and divisions of the State, one year with another, indi- 
cates considerable fluctuations. To what extent these may be attri- 
buted to the greater or less completeness of the returns, it is difficult to 
determine. It is quite certain, however, that derelictions on the part 
of recording officers have been a more efficient cause, than mysterious 
perturbations among those natural causes which affect the birth rate. 
Still the differences observable in the returns from the towns and cities 
in 1859 and 1860 are not great, the excess of the latter year resulting 
from small increments in most of the towns. Scituate and Smithfield, 
both in Providence county, are the only towns which furnish wide dif- 
ferences. In 1859, the birth returns from Scituate were exceedingly 
deficient, only 16 births having been returned from a population of 
4,251. In 1860, the number of births returned was 93. In Smith- 
field, on the other hand, the number of births returned in 1859 was 
350. In 1860,the whole number reported was but 160. 

The following table, exhibits the ratio of the births to the population 
in the several divisions of the State of Rhode Island ; also the rates 
for given periods of tinie in Massachusetts, England and France, 
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BIRTHS— RATES. 



DIVISIONS. 



Bristol county 

Kent county 

JNewport county 

Towns of Providence co. 

Providence city 

Washinpfton county 

State, Providence excep'd 
Whole State 



o 
o 



:s a 
3:5 



2.14 
2.43 
2.39 
2.32 
3.17 
2.26 
2.83 
2.57 



'- a 



47 
41 
41 
43 
31 
44 
43 
39 



DIVISIONS. 



Massachusetts, 1859. 

Boston, 

Total 18 cities, 

Rest of State, 

England, 
I Scotland, 
llEngland, 183&-55. 
IjFrance, 185^55., 



(( 
tt 
It 



8 
3 



S a 



2.92 
8.39 
3.20 
2.77 
8.49 
8.41 
8.28 
2.55 



'^ a 



84 
29 
31 
86 
29 
29 
80 
39 



From the preceding statement, it will be seen that the ratio of 
births to the population, is something less in Rhode Island than in 
Massachusetts, and considerably less than in England and Scotland. 
We are reluctant to ascribe this result to returns more incomplete than 
those furnished in Massachusetts. That, however, the births are less 
carefully recorded in this country than in England and Scotland is 
undoubtedly the case. It is a general law, that the birth rate in-, 
creases as the population grows more dense ; but to whatever extent 
this may tend to an increased proportion of births in England, the 
effect of the law, must to a very considerable degree be counter-bal- 
anced, by the fact, that in this country a larger proportion of our popu- 
lation is living within the ages of reproduction. 

Season. — -The following is a statement of the births for each 
quarter of the years 1859-60 : — 





1st quarter. 


2d quarter. 


3d quarter. 


4th quarter. 


YEARS. 


Number. 


Per cent. 


Number. 


Per cent. 


Number. 


Per cent. 


Number. 


Per cent. 


1859 

1860 


1,000 
1,092 


23.1 
24.8 


1,015 
1,079 


28.4 
24.0 


1,165 
1,121 


26.9 
24.9 


1,143 
1,201 


26.4 
28.9 



During the first six^ months, there were 2,171 births ; during the 
last six months, 2,322. The largest number of births in any one 
month (407), occurred in November ; the smallest number (344), in 
January. 

The following table will show the quarterly rates per cent, to each 
100 living in Rhode Island, the past year, as also in Massachusetts, 
England and Scotland for given periods, 
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BlliTHS— QUARTERLY RATES. 



QUARTERS. 



I St quarter. 

2d 

3(i 

4th 



(( 



IC 



Whole year. 



Rhode Island. 
1860. 



2.501 
2.471 
2.568 
2.751 



2.573 



Massachusetts. 
1852-68. 



Kngland. 
1849-^. 



2v^45 
2.717 
3.144 
3.094 



3.550 
3.663 
3.246 
3.l9t 



■■• « 



2.900 



3.385 



Scotland 
1866-«. 



3.36 
8.67 
3.24 
3.29 



r.* >, 



3.37 



The past year the per cent, was highest in Rhode Island in the 
fourth quarter. Generally the highest rate has been in the third 
quarter, as is the case in Massachusetts. In England and Scotland 
the second quarter has furnished the largest number of births, and the 
third or fourth the least. 

Parentage.— ^The follo\^ing abstract will sho\V the parentage of 
the births in each division of the State :•— ^ 



DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 



Bristol county ^ 

Kent county w 

Newport county 

Towns of Providence county . . 

Providence city v 

Washington county 

Whole State 



Whole 
Number. 




PARENTAGE 


• 


American. 


Foreign. 


Amer. fa. 
For. mo. 


For. fa. 
Amer mo. 


191 


90 


78 


7 


13 


420 


221 


162 


12 


13 


525 


327 


151 


19 


21 


1,325 


516 


706 


37 


46 


1,609 


652 


828 


69 


60 


423 


842 


62 


9 


6 


4,493 


2,147 


1,987 


153 


159 



Not 
statedv 

3 
12 

7 
21 



47 



The births of American parentage amounted in the whole State to 
48.3 per cent. ; those of foreign parentage to 44.7 per cent. ; and the 
*' mixed " to 7 per cent. ; — ^showing, when compared with the births 
^f 1859, an increase in the number of American and mixed, and a 
decrease among those of foreign parentage. 

The percentages of the births, the still-born included, for each of 
the last five years, have been as follows i — 

BIRTHS— PERCENTAGE. 



CLASSES. 


1866. 


1867. 


1858. 


1859. 


1860. 


American . . ^ -. 


53.5 

40.6 

5.9 


49.6 

44.7 

5.7 


52,9 

40.8 

6.3 


46.7 

46.9 

6.4 


47 8 


Foreign 


45.4 


Mixed w 


6.8 



It wiU be observed that the proportion of foreign parentage is still 
quite high, when compared with the rates previous to 1859. 

Among the births of foreign parentage there was a smlEiU increase 
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in Bristol and Kent counties, and a decrease in Newport and Wash- 
ington counties, as compared with the births in 1859. The chief 
differences appear in the returns from Providence city and the towns 
of Providence county. In the former, there was a decrease among 
this class of births of from 3 to 4 per cent. ; in the latter, an increase 
of over 4 per cent. In Burrillville, Cranston, Cumberland, Provi- 
dence, North Providence and Smithfield, more than half of the chil- 
dren born were of foreign parentage ; no other towns in the State 
returned over 50 per cent. In the towns of Bristol, Warwick and 
Fall River, there were more births of foreign than of American 
parentage. In four towns — Jamestown, Little Compton, New 
Shoreham and Exeter — the births were all of American parentage. 
Tiverton and Foster returned each but one birth of foreign paren- 



tage. 



PARENTAGE, 1860. 



BIRTHPLACE OF 


BIRTHPLACE OF MOTHERS. 


Whole 


FATUERd. 


United 

States. 


Ireland. 


Great 
Bri Jdn. 


BritiRh 
America. 


Qermany. 


Other 
Foreign. 


Not 
stated. 


No. of 
Fathers. 


United States . . . 
Ireland 


2,143 
60 
61 
19 
9 
10 
26 


86 

1,422 

24 

12 

12 

6 

4 


89 

18 

802 

3 

4 

• • • ■ 

2 


21 
21 
16 

• • • • 

1 
1 


1 

• • « • 

2 

• • • • 

73 

■ ■ • • 

• • • • 


6 

• • 

1 

• • 

1 
13 

• • 


4 


2,300 
1,621 
405 
91 
99 
80 
47 


Great Britain 

British America. 

Germany 

Other foreign 

Not stated 


• 1 


1 


Whole No. moth's 


2,328 


1,666 


368 


116 


76 


21 J 


18 


4,493 



The preceding table will show more particularly the parentage of 
the children whose births were recorded in 1860. By comparing it 
with a similar table in our last report, it will be seen that the decrease 
among the children of foreign parentage was confined entirely to those 
of Irish and British birth. 

Sex. — The male excess was remarkably small the past year. For 
each of the last five years the proportions of the sexes have been as 
follows : — 

1856 - - - 105 males to 100 females. 

1857 - - 

1858 .... 

1859 - . - . 

1860 .- - - 

Of 27,758 births recorded in Rhode Island, 14,213 were of males, 
and 13,545 of females ; or 1,047 males to 1,000 females. 



105 


U 


" 100 


(( 


lOT 
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« 100 
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" 100 


u 


102 


46 


" 100 
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" For the first time in the history of registration in Providence, 
there was, in 1860, an excess of females among the children bom. 
The numbers were 809 males, 839 females." Bristol county reported 
90 males and 100 females. In the aggregate of the births returned 
from the towns of Providence county, the males were in a majority of 
but one. 

The females were in excess in the months of March, July, October, 
November and December ; in the fourth quarter the females were to 
the males as 104 to 100. 

NUMBER OF THE BIRTH, 1860. 



First 1.070 

Second 832 

Third 759 

Fourth 669 

Fifth 393 

Sixth 276 

Seventh 170 

Eighth 115 

Ninth 93 



Tenth 62 

Eleventh 22 

Twelfth 14 

Thirteenth 8 

Fourteenth 5 

Fifteenth 3 

Sixteenth 1 



Total., 4,392 



While it is the purpose of our record to ascertain the number of the 
child of the mother^ (that we may determine the average fecundity of 
the female,) the object is occasionally misunderstood by the recording 
officer, and the number of the child of the father entered in the 
returns. Still the facts presented in the preceding statement are 
probably nearly correct, if we suppose them to refer to the children 
of the mother. It will be seen that in these facts we have the means 
of ascertaining the average number of living children born to each 
mother bearing children. In 1860, the average number was 3.44 to 
each mother, which is an increase on the average of previous years. 
In 1858, the number was " a little more than three children and one- 
third to each mother ;" in 1859 it was 3.36, which was identical with 
the average in the city of Providence during the five years period, 
1854-9. We have made no analysis for the purpose of determining 
the relative fecundity of American and foreign mothers ; but from 
observations made in Providence, it is quite evident that more chil- 
dren are bom to foreign than to American mothers. 

About one quarter (24.3 per cent.) of all the births were first chil- 
dren, a slight increase on the proportion returned in 1859. The 
proportion of second children was much smaller than in 1859. 

Color. — The whole number of black and mulatto children bom 
during the year was 116, — 43 more than in 1859, and a larger num- 
ber than has before been recorded in one year. The per cent, of this 
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class of births (luring an aggregate of the last five years has been 2.1 } 
itt 1860, it was 2.6 per cent. The births were to the colored popula-» 
tion of the State as one to 34, or about three births to each 100 livings 
a somewhat higher I'ate than prevailed in the State at lal^ge. 

Nearly one-half of the colored births (54) were registered ill 
Providence city ; 18 were returned from Washington county ; 13 
from the towns of Providence county ; 11 from New|)ort county ; 
and 10 each from Bristol and Kent counties. Although there were but 
thirteen colored births returned from the towns of Providence county, 
this is a larger number than usual. The colored population in these 
towns is very small, being to the whole population but as one to 130^ 
while in the rest of the State it is as one to 33. 

The following statement will show the Whdie number of each sex 
born in each month of the yeai* : — 

COLORtiD CHILDREN. 
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4 

6 

10 


• 
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Male k . . 

IFeiuEle 


70 
46 


5 
4 






Total . . I * . . . 


116 


9 



Plurality Births. — The number of plufal births recorded in 
1860 was but 38, an unusually small proportion. In the aggregate 
of our registered births, there has been one case of twins to 89 births ; 
the past year there was but one case to 120 births. Cases were 
reported each month except January and September. The largest 
number (5) was returned in both May and August. More were 
returned in the second than in any other quarter, a fact which alsd 
appears in the eight years period from 1853-61, and is a little singular* , 
when we remsniber that the average percentage of the sec(Jnd quarter 
for the same period is less than 25 per cent. Plurality cases occur 
most frequently among our foreign population. In 1860, in 16 cases 
the parents were of American, in 14 of Irish, and in 7 of British 
birth. In one case the father was a native of Great Britain, and the 
mother of the United States. 

It has been observed that twins were most frequently of opposite 
sexes, and that female were more common than male co-twins. This 
statement is probably correct, though it is scarcely sustained by our 
present record, which shows that in nine instances the twins were 
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both males ; in eighteen both females, while in but nine were they of 
opposite sexes. 

The plural births are, with few exceptions, inclnded in the general 
tables of births. The exceptions are eleven still-births, some of which 
were born with living co^twins. Such cases it would have been im- 
proper to exclude, while those in which both twins were still-bom 
throw quite as much light on all the questions of plurality, as they 
would, had they given origin to Uving children. In the case of trip- 
Jets reported in the city of Providence, two of the births were " still." 
In three instances, both twins were still-born ; two were returned from 
Providence countv in the months of March and November, and one 
in July from Providence city. 

In 1859, two cases of triplets were recorded. This was unusual ; 
but two cases had been recorded in the seven preceding years . A gain , in 
1860, two cases were reported, both occuiTing in the month of Decem- 
ber ; one in the city of Providence and one in the town of Westerly. 
In the former case all the children were females ; in the latter two 
were males : in the former case the father was English, the mother 
Irish; in the latter the parents were both English. 



Still-Births. — The still-born have generally been classed with the 
births. In 1859, for reasons then given, they were classed by them-^ 
selves, a disposition which is perhaps the best that can be made. 

The following table shows the number of the still-born for each 
month of the year : — 
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Malo 


95 
72 


10 
9 

19 


7 


Female 


8 




1 




" " 'iovsix.'.'.'.'.'.'. 


167 


6 


14 


15 



The whole number, 167, is 10 less than the number reported in 
1859. The largest number of cases occurred in November; the 
smallest in February. 

The proportions of still-births in the several seasons of the year are 
indicated pretty nearly by the common birth-rate. Thus more still-, 
born were reported in the last than in the first half of the year. The 
largest number of births was returned in November, as also the largest 
number of still-births. 

Of the 167 still-born, 107 were of foreign parentage, and 60 of 
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American. Sixty-four per cent, were of foreign parentage. In 1859, 
sixty per cent, were of foreign parentage. These statements show 
the relative frequency of still-births among the native and foreign 
populations. 

The number of males was 95, of females 72 ; or 132 males to 100 
females. This maile excess is somewhat below the average. In an 
aggregate of five years, the males were to the females as 149 to 100. 

The number of the child was given in 74 cases. The number of 
first children was 18 ; of second^ 16 ; of thirds 9 ; of fourth^ 7 ; 
of fifthy 9 ; of sixths 7 ; of seventh^ 3 ; of eighth, 2 ; of tentJi^ 2 ; of 
twelfth, 1. The proportion of first children is the same (24.3 per 
cent.) as we have found it to be among the living children. 



Illegitimates. — Mention has seldom been made in our reports of 
children born out of wedlock. The reason for this is to be found in 
the fact, that the legitimacy or illegitimacy of the child are seldom 
directly indicated in the returns. 

The past year an unusually large number were marked in our 
returns as " illegitimate." Other children, bearing the family name 
of the mothers, and who, if we may credit our records, were without 
fathers, we have ventured to place in the same class. The result has 
been an aggregate of 41 illegitimate births. This number is certainly 
quite small, being to the whole number of births but as one to 109, 
and yet it probably very closely approximates the actual number of 
illegitimate births, among the recorded births. In England, the 
annual average is about one to 15, and in several of the cities of conti- 
nental Europe one-third of the births are illegitimate. The ratio in 
our own State, so far as illegitimacy is an indication of the condition 
of public morals, is certainly satisfactory. 

The illeojitimate births were distributed among the several divisions 
of the State as follows : Bristol county, 4 ; Kent county, 8 ; New- 
port county, 5 ;. towns of Providence county, 11 ; Providence city, 
11 ; Washington county, 2. It is an interesting fact that the propor- 
^ tion in the city of Providenc3 to the whole number of births, was much 
less than in the rest of the Stats. In Providence the illegitimates 
w^re to the whole number of births as one to 146 ; in the rest of the 
State as one to 96. 

Of the' 41 births, 23 were of male children, 18 of female. It has 

^ been remsfrked " that the sexes are much more equally divided among 

the children born out of wedlock ;" yet, so far as our observations 

have gone, ther^ appears to be a considerable male excess in this class. 
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though perhaps somewhat less than that which obtains in the aggre- 
gate of the births. 

Assuming the parentage to be indicated by the nativity of the 
motlier^ we find that 32 children were of American parentage and 8 
of foreign ; (in one instance the nativity of the mother was not stated.) 
Of the foreign born mothers four were natives of Ireland ; two of 
England, and one each of Germany and Canada. More than on©^ 
third (12) of those of American parentage were colored, being to the 
whole number of colored children born as one to 10, while among the 
whites th3 proportion of illegitimate children to the whole number of 
children born was as one to 151. 



MARRIAGES. 

The whole number of marriages returned, during the year 1860, 
was 1,748. 

The marriages registered in each of the five last years have been as 
follows :-— 



1853. 


1857, 


1868. 


1859. 


I860. 


1,535. 


1,526. 


1,438. 


1,672. 


1,748. 



The reduced number of marriages in 1858, has been shown in for- 
mer reports to be the result of the financial embarrassments of 1857-8. 
With the restoration of public confidence, the marriage impulse arose 
rapidly during the years 1859 and 1860, the former exhibiting an in- 
crease of 234 marriages ; the latter of 310. The returns for 1860, when 
compared with those for the previous year, indicate a gain in the whole 
State of 4.5 per cent. There was an increase in each division of the 
State, except Washington county, which returned 9 less than in 1859. 
The largest absolute increase (30) occurred in the towns of Provi- 
dence county, while the highest percentage (36.5) is found in Bristol 
county. Providence city returns an increase of 9, or a little over 1 
•per cent, Kent county gains 8 and Newport county 15, Thijv 
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teen towns — Harrington, East Greenwich, Fall River, Middletown, 
New Shoreham, Bnrrillville, Foster, Glocester, Johnston, Exeter, 
Hopkinton, Richmond and Westerly — return each a less number of 
marriages than in 1859. Two towns — Cumberland and West GreeU' 
wich — ^return the same number as in 1859. In Middletown there 
were no marriages during the year. The largest actual decrease (14) 
occurs in Burrillville ; the largest increase (20) in North Providence. 

MARRIAGES— RATES. 1860. 



DIVISIONS. 



Bristol county 

Kent county 

iNewport county 

Towns of Providence co. 

Washington county 

Providence city 

State, Providence excep'd 
Whole State 



s 


i:.^ 


1? 




0.965 


103 


0.849 


118 


1.114 


90 


0.849 


118 


0.908 


110 


1.223 


82 ■ 


0.910 


109 ' 


1.000 


100 1 



DIVISIONS. 



Massachusetts, 1859. . 
Boston, '* 

Total of 15 cities 

Rest of State of Mass. 



England, 1859. 
Scotland, 



<< 



Marriagos to 
100 living. 


ifl 

OS'S 
e^3 6 


0.942 


106 


1.422 


70 


1.210 


83 


0.800 


125 


0.850 


118 


0.670 


148 



The marriage rates in the several divisions of the State, for the year 
1860, are indicated in the foregoing tabular form ; also the rates 
obtaining in Massachusetts, England and Scotland, in 1859. 

It will be observed that marriages were considerablj^ more frequent 
in Providence city than in the State at large. Similar differences are 
seen elsewhere. Says Dr. Curtis, in the last Massachusetts report, 
" In 1858, there were 80 marriages in each 10,000 persons living in 
England ; but in London alone the number of marriages was 95 in 
every 10,000 persons living. In Scotland, generally, during the year, 
only 67 marriages occur in every 10,000 persons ; but only 55 mar- 
riages to the same population take place in the rural districts, whereas 
in the eight principal towns it is seen that the proportion rises to 84 
n^arriages in the same population. During a period of five years 
(1853-57) to every 10,000 persons living there was, in Boston, an 
i^nnual average of 171 marriages, and in the cities (of Massachusetts), 
collectively, there were, in an equal population, 155 mj^rriages ; but 
in a like population in the rural districts, there were but 88 mar-: 
riages, while the annual number of marriages in each 10,000 living, 
in the entire State, was 111," That marriages are considerably more 
frequent in a given city population than in an equal rural population, 
is but an expression of that general acceleration of vital movements 
peculiar to dense populations. 

We had supposed that one of the reasons for the higher rates 
observable in cities wfvs to be found in an increased proportion of 
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niarriages anlorig non-residents ; but an exanlination of our returns 
indicates no such fact. 

In 581 (33,2 per cent;) of the marriages recorded during the year, 
both parties were non-resideilts of the town or city in which the mar- 
riage was solemnized ; but in Providence city there were only 180 
marriages (29 per cent.) in which both parties were non-residents of 
the city, — the rest of the State fuiniishing 35.5 per cent, of the mar- 
riages of this class. Bristol county gave 20.9 per cent. ; Kent county, 
33.3 per cent. ; Newport county, 34.5 per cent. ; Towns of Provi- 
dence couiity, 44 per cent.; Washiiigton county, 22.4 per cent. 
Certain towns showed a large excess of marriages of this class. North 
Providence returned 61 per cent, and Fall River 75 per cent. Iti 
but two of the 18 marriao;es registered in Johnston was eithei* ffrooili 
or bride a resident of that town. 

In 847 cases the groonl was not a i*esident of the place in which 
the marriage was solemnized. In the city of Providence, this class 
of marriages amounted to 40.1 per cent. ; in the rest of the State, to 
53 per cent. 

It will hardly do, from the preceding table, to draw the inference 
that marriages are more frequent in Rhode Island in a given popula- 
tion than in the same population in Massachusetts, England or Scot- 
land. The yearly marriage ratio is subject to very considerable 
fluctuation. Thus, the number of persons living to one marriage in 
Massachusetts, in 1857, was 100, the rate being the same as in Rhode 
Island the past year ; but in 1856 the number of persons living to one 
marriage was but 94, while in 1855 it was only 92. There are nd 
obvious reasons why there should be much difference between the 
marriage ratios in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. In England and 
Scotland and the countries of continental Europe, the proportion of 
the population at those ages at which marriages are most frequent, is 
considerably less than in this country, — ^a fact which must have a per-* 
cieptible influeiide upon the rates per cent. 

The number of marriages registered in each quarter of the year was 
as follows : — =■ 

January — ^March. April — June. July — September. October— December. 

428. 446i 372. 502. 

The proportion in the first quarter was somewhat larger than usual ; 
the reduction in the third was particularly marked, while the fourth 
maintains its pre-eminence as the season of matrimonial alliances. 

The following is a statement of the percentages df marriages in each 
quarter of the year, for a period of five years : — 
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MARRIAGES— PERCENTAGE/ 



QUARTERS. 



1st Quarter. 
2(1 " . 
3d " . 
4th " 



Whole Year, 



1865. 


1867. 


1858. 


1869. 


1860. 


2L7 

26.2 
22.1 
80.0 


21.2 
25.6 
25.1 
28.1 


20^ 
218 
25.0 
32.4 


23.9 
23.4 
23.8 
23.9 


^.5 
25.6 
21.3 
28.7 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 



UITY Qf PHOVll>i£liU£; 



1859. 




I860. 



26.2 
26.2 
20.8 
27.8 

100.0 



T'he perc^entages have always been highest in the fourth quartery 
atnd haVe generally beeri lovVest in the firlst. The differences between 
the quarterly percentages of 1859 and 1860 are not exalctly reflected 
m the percentages obtained in the city of Providence for the same 
years ; yet there is a general correspondence, and in an aggi^egate of a 
number of years, the proportion of marriages in each quarter, in Provi-* 
dence city, will be found to coincide very nearly with the proportion 
for the same quarter in the State at large. 

The largest number of marriages Was solemnized in the month of 
November. Of 3,266 mlarriages occurring in thp fourth quarter^ 
within a period of eight years, from June 1st, 1853y to December* 
81st, 1860, 878 were returned in December ) 1,149 in October ; and 
1,239 in November. During the same period of time, the average 
monthly percentage being 8.3 per Cent., the percentage for November 
has been 11.1 per cent. About the same percentage for November* 
has generally obtained in the Massachusetts returns, 

Tlie smallest number of marriages was reported in March ^ In am 
aggregate of eight years, 6 per cent, of the marriages are irt March — » 
a lower rate than appears in any other month. In Massachusetts the 
marriage rate in March is still less. In Kentucky and South Carolina . 
the months of June and July furnish the lowest rates,— ^December the, 
highest. 

Among the causes which render the latet quarter of the yeai* 
especially propitious to marriage, the principal is, that with this season 
comes the annual closing up in niany of the g;i'eat departments of 
productive labor. Harvest time has passed, both on the land and on 
the sea, and the laborer returns home with the rewards of his toil, 
wherewith he is able to secure those needful provisions whidt he deems 
essential to the consummation of his long-cherished purpose. And 
the month selected is usually the month of holidays,— in New Eng- 
land, November with its days of Thanksgiving, — ^in Kentucky and 
other portions of this country, as also in England, December and the 
Christmas merry time. 

Nativity. — It has been elsewhere stated th^t the increase in the 
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whole numbsr of marriages during the year was abotit 4.5 per cent* 

An examination of the nativity of the parties enteriiljf into the mar-' 

riag3 relation shows a nearly equal rate of increase atitlong those of 

American and foreign births 

The following table exhibits the proportions of Americ^dn, foreign 

and mixed nlarriagas^ tor each of the five years, ending December 

8l8t, 1860. 

t'ERCENTAGt:. 



NATIVITY. 


l856. 

61.2 

28.9 

9.9 


i. 
1857. 


1858. 


1869. 


i860; 


Average. 


American i 

iToreipu a... 

Mixed , ii ,..i 


66.2 

26 9 

8.9 


60.8 

29.4 

9.8 


61:2 

80.6 

8.2 


60.8 
30.4 

8.8 


61.8 

29.1 

9.1 


Xotal ..ii ..*t..i.....i 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 



It will be observed that these proportions are very nearly constant* 
In the years 1859 and 1860, the difFeretices are very slight. The pro* 
portion of foreign itiarriag^s in Massachusetts has always been some-* 
what (5 or 6 per cent.) higher than in Rhode Island. In most marriages 
of this class the parties are natives of Ireland. Thus, of 530 marriages 
returned in 1860, among the foreign born, in 417 either one or botli 
parties Were natives of Ireland. 

The only towns in Which the foreign marriages Wei*e in excess, were 
Fall River, Burrillville and North Providence. In Providence city 
the American marriages were to the foreign as 3 to 2 (336: 225). 
This was exactly the proportion in 1859, and is also very nearly the 
proportion Whidi obtained in the towns of Providence county. No 
marriages among those of foreign birth were registered in the towns 
of Barrington, East Greenwich, West Greenwich, Jamestown, 
Middletown, Little Conipton, New Shoreham, Portsmouth, Foster, 
Glocester, Scituate, Charles town, Exeter, North Kingstown and 
Richmond,— 'in all fifteen towns. 

The following table gives the exact nativity of those who were 
married in Rhode Island, in 1860 : — 



NATIVITY OF 


NATIVITY OF FEMALES. 


.- £ 

Whole 


MALES. 


United 
States. 


Ireland. 


Great 
Britain. 


British 
America. 


Germany. 


Other 
Foreign. 


Not 
stated. 


No. of 
Males. 


United States . . . 
Ireland ...*...(. 

Great Britain 

British America 1 

Germany 

Other foreign 

Not stated 


1,069 

18 

29 

6 

7 

2 

• • 


64 
866 

29 
8 
4 
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27 

8 
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• • 
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• • 


7 
4 
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16 
1 
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• ■ 
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• • 
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• • 

11 
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• • 
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• • 
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• • 


• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 
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1,149 

896 

136 

24 

26 

12 

6 


Whole no. females 


1,120 


469 


106 


86 


16 


6 


7 


1,748 
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In 1,059 instances, both parties were natives of the United States ; 
in 54, males born in tile United States married females bom in Ire- 
land ; in 18, males bom in Ireland were married to females bom in 
the United States ; in 365, both parties were natives of Ireland, &c* 
" Other foreign " includes natives of the Western Islands, Dutch 
Guiana, Switzerland, France, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Holland, West 
Indies, Sweden, — a large majority of whom were married in the city 
of Providence. 

Allusion was made in the last report to the exhibition of the pro- 
portions in which the natives of different countries mix with each 
other in marriage, as one of the most interestinoj features of this tabular 
form. The proportion in which natives of Great Britain (England 
and Scotland), Britisli America and Germany, were united to persons 
of American birth, has generally been about three times as great as 
that in which the Irish born married the American born, notwith- 
standing the fact that a very considerable part of the American born 
thus marrying were of Irish parentage. 

The same subject is still further illustrated by a comparative analysis 
of the foreign and mixed marriages, during the past year. It will be 
found, that of the marriages between the natives of the same foreign 
country, about 79 per cent, were of natives of Ireland, thus show- 
ing — the marriage rate being the same — -the natives of Ireland to 
constitute about four-fifths of our foreign born population ; yet these 
natives of Ireland make up but 48 per cent., while the one-fifth of 
" other foreign " furnishes 52 per cent, of the mixed marriages — 
marriages in which natives of foreign countries are wedded to natives 
of the United States. 

To show that the Irish are not constitutionally disinclined to mixed 
marriages, it will only be necessary to state that one of the parties was 
a native of Ireland in 52 out of 67 instances in which foreigners, not 
natives of the same country, intermarried. 

Age. — On page 8 will be found a table showing the number of 
men and women married at each quinquennial period of life, from 20 
upwards. The table is moreover so arranged as to show the number 
of men and women marrying at the same and different quinquennial 
periods. 

It will be observed that the period from 20 to 25 was that in which 
the largest number of both men and women married ; and also, that 
the number of each sex at this period was about equal. Under 20^ 
the number of females is about five times as great as the number of 
males. After 25, the number of males is to the number of females as 
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17 to 10. The subject is, however, better presented by an exhibition 
of the percentages of males and females married witliin each period 
of five years. The percentages obtained in 1868 and 1859 are also 
given. 

PERCENTAGE. 



1868 



1869 



I 



Males . . 
Females 



Males 



{ Females 



Under 20. 


20 to 25. 


.25 to 30. 


80 to 40. 


40 to 50. 


1 
Over. 60. 


4.4 
24,9 


41.1 
42.2 


27.9 
18.7 


17.3 
9.6 


6.4 
8.3 


3.9 
1.3 


4.3 
80.0 


43.2 
89.8 


26.1 
17.2 


16.1 
8.8 


6.2 
2,8 


4.1 
1.4 


6.0 
26.8 


42.8 
44.1 


26.9 
17.0 


16.3 
9.1 


6.7 
2.6 


3.3 
1.4 



Total. 



100,0 
100,0 

100.0 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 



Each year presents the same general features. The past year, 
however, when compared with the preceding, shows a reduced per- 
centage of females under 20, with a compensating increase between 
20 and 25. The actual number of females married under 20 was 52 
less than in 1859 ; yet the number of very early marriages was some- 
thing greater, one bride in 97 being at, or under, 15, while in 1859, 
one bride in 104 was at, or under, 15. In Massachusetts, in 1859, 
these youthful brides were to the whole number as 1 to 205 ; the 
preceding year, as 1 to 263. 

AGES AT MARRIAGE, 1860. 



DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 



Bristol County 

Kent County 

Newport County 

Towns of Providence County 

Providence City 

Washington County 



MALES. 



Whole State 



a o 


i 

4 


1^ 


< «s 


86 


2,610 


146 


4,028 


239 


6,702 


476 


12,678 


620 


17,136 


169 


4,646 


1,736 


47,688 




29.20 
27.66 
28.04 
26.62 
27.60 
27.48 



27.47 



FEMALES. 



it 



86 
146 
237 
476 
620 
169 



1,734 



S 



2,074 
3,430 
6,790 
11,0% 
14.667 
3,948 



41,009 



I 



II 



24.12 
23.60 
24.46 
23.31 
23.60 
23.36 



23.66 



The preceding table shows the number of both males and females, 
whose ages were given, and the average at the time of marriage, of 
each sex, in the whole State and in each division of the State* The 
averages are obtained from the aggregate ages of all the married, no 
distinction being made between first and subsequent marriages. The 
table, consequently, does not exhibit the average age at which the 
sexes become marriageable. This was considered a subject of so much 
iynportance as to have led to the introduction of a table in the last 
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report, giving the average ages of both males and females, at first and 
subsequent marriages, in different sections of the State. With tho 
»ame object in view, the following table has been prepared :' — 





AVCKAOB AOB. | 

1 


1 ATBRAQS AGB. 


DIVISIONS OF THE STATB. 


Bftchelora. 


Maida, 


Widowen. 


Widows. 


Bristol Countv 


25.77 
24.05 
25.84 
24.51 
26.18 
24.81 


28.42 
22.13 
23.26 
22.01 
22.02 
21.38 


45.83 
89.05 
88.97 
37.10 
39.13 
41.06 


88.33 


Kont Countv 


84.56 


Newport County 

Towns of Providence County .... 
Providence Citv 


36.57 
82.65 
81.38 


Washington County 


88.50 






Whole State . , 


24.95 


22.42 


89.08 


88.80 






State, Providence City excepted , , 


24.75 


22.81 


39.05 


34.43 



The average ages of botli bachelors and maids are somewhat higher 

OCT O 

in Providence city than in the State at large. The age of widowers 
about the same, and of widows, considerably less. There is a very 
close correspondence between the general facts of this table and those 
presented in a similar table in our last report, as will be seen from the 
following comparative view ; — 



Bachelors 



Maids .... 



Providence . . 
Rest of State 
Wliole State. 

Providence . . 
Rest of State 
Whole State. 



1869. 


iseb. 




26.2 
24.7 
24.9 


26.2 
24.7 
24.9 


Widowers , 


22.6 
22.0 
22.8 


22.6 
22.3 
22.4 


Widows , , 



Providence . . 
Rest of State 
Whole State. 

Providence . . 
Rest of State 
Whole State. 




81.4 
84,4 
38.8 



In 1,724 cases — all but 24 — the number of the marriage and the 
age of the bride was stated. The following is a statement of the 
number of maids and widows married within specified ages : — 



AOES. 


Maids. 


WIdowg. 


AOES. 


MaidB. 


Uidovs. 


Under 20 


441 

730 

246 

55 

19 

19 

4 


2 
29 
46 
50 
34 
14 
10 


50-66 


4 
3 


2 

1 


5 


20-25 , 


iS5-60 


2 


25-30 


60-65 


4 


80-36 


66-70 


2 


85-40 


70-76 


1 


40-45 






45-60 


1,626 


199 













Thus, while of the whole number married under 30, the maids were 
to the widows as 18 to 1, the majority of those married after 30 were 
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-widows. We also learn from the preceding tabular form, that of 
those who marry, 93 per cent, marry at ages under 30 ; and that 99.1 
per cent, marry at ages under 45. These percentages are precisely 
the same as those obtained in 1859. 

As has been before remarked, the number of very early marriages 
was unusually large. The number of brides returned at or under 
sixteen years of age was 69. Of these, 51 were at sixteen ; 14 at fif- 
teen ; 2 at fourteen, and 2 at thirteen. Of the last two, one was 
married in Warwick, and one in Foster. 

The number of youthfiil grooms was small, as has always been the 
case. The two youngest grooms were 16 years old. One was wed- 
ded to a bride of the same age, in Smithfield, and one to a bride of 19, 
in Providence. One male at 17 married a female at 15, in Foster, 

NUMBER OF THE MARRIAGE, 1860. 



MALES. 


FEMALES.— NnxBiR of the Marbuok. 


Whole Num- 
ber of Males. 


No. OF THE MaBEXAGK. 


First. 


Second. 


Third. 


Fourth. 


Not stated. 




First 


1,340 

186 

11 

1 

1 


83 

92 

10 

1 

• • • • 


2 
9 

2 

• • • • 

* • • • 


• • • • 

• • • • 
f * « • 

• • • • 

• • • • 


1 

• • • • 

• • • • 
t » • • 

9 


1,426 
287 


Second 


Third 


23- 


Fourth 


2 


Not stated 


10 


Total 


1,639 


186 


13 




10 


1,748 









The number of marriages in which both groom and bride married 
for the first time, was 1,340, or 76.6 per cent, of the whole number. 
The percentages of this class of marriages have, during the last four 
years, been as follows : — 



1867. 

75.0. 



1868. 

75.3. 



1869. 

75.6. 



1800. 

76.6. 



The nuniber of women married for the first time was 1,539 ; of 
men, 1,426. The number of widows was 199 ; of widowers, 312, 
Of the whole number of women married in 1860, no one had before 
been married more than twice ; with two exceptions, the same was 
true of the men. 

By referring to the 4th section of the registration law, it will be 
found that — ^" No marriage shall be solemnized until the parties shall 
have signed and delivered to the authority about to solemnize it, or to 
the clerk of a Society of Friends, a certificate containing the informa-^ 
tion required for the record of a marriage." 

8 
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While various prudential reasons may have led to the establishment 
of this provision, it serves, at the same time, to indicate to a certain 
extent, the state and progress of education among the people. 
" There can be no doubt that the analysis of the relative numbers that 
sign the marriage registers with marks and that write their names in 
the national returns, throws more light on the permanent results of 
elementary education than any other test which has yet been devised. 
That view of the matter is now taken by foreign statists."* 

In England and France, both parties are required to sign the 
marriage registers. Rhode Island is the only one of the United States 
in which a similar requirement is made ; but, inasmuch as the original 
certificates remain in the hands of the town clerks, while the mode of 
signature is omitted in the list of specifications which enters iifto the 
marriage record, it is impossible to make use of a large class of most 
accurately obtained and valuable facts. It is certainly to be hoped, 
that this defect will be speedily remedied. 

The City Registrar, in his late report, has given the number and 
nativity of those signing with a mark, in Providence, during the past 
year, as follows. 



MARRIAGE— SIGNATURE. 



NATIVITY. 


Whole Num- 
ber. 


Signed with a 
mark. 


In«aehlOO 


Males of American birth 


371 
360 


13 
21 


3.50 


Females of American birth 


5.83 






Total of American birth 


731 

249 
260 


34 

100 
138 


4.65 


Males of Foreign birth 


40.16 


Females of Foreign birth 


68.07 






Total of Foreign birth 


509 


288 


46.76 



" The proportion of American birth, who signed with a mark, was 
considerably larger, and of foreign birth considerably smaller, than 
in 1859. Of those of American birth who signed with a mai*k, in 
1860, more than half were colored persons or children of foreign 
parents." 

While the marriage returns may be perhaps more complete than 
those relating to either births or deaths, yet they are by no means 
.perfect. Many clergymen do not realize the importance of making 
returns, and either through ignorance or carelessness are guilty of a 
breach of duty which may perpetuate alipost irremediable injustice^ 
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But this subject has been so ably considered by Dr. E. M. SnoW, in 
liis report presented to the Quarantine and Sanitary Convention, 
held in Boston in 1860| that we are led to reproduce his words, with 
the single remark, that the remedy which he suggests for existing evils 
is well worthy of the serious consideration of those who have it in 
their power to advance the civil and social interests of the State: — 

" When we consider the effect of marriages on titles to property, 
and their importance in tracing the history of families, the indifference^ 
in this country, to the preservation of the proof of these events, is most 
remarkable. The tendency, for some years past, of all legislation 
upon the subject, at least in the Eastern States, has been to remove 
all impediments to the performance of the marriage ceremony. The 
public notice of the intention of marriage has been generally abolished^ 
and in some States parties of almost any character, or age, and even 
of different races, can be united for life without restriction. The 
most sacred obligations — obligations which are not for a day, but which 
«an be rightly absolved only by death — are assumed with less form 
and ceremony, and are made a matter of less importance, than the con- 
veyance of a square foot of land. 

" It is certainly reasonable that legislative enactments should place 
some restriction upon the hasty assumption of such obligations ; but, 
at any rate, if persons will act thus inconsiderately, it is no more than 
just that the rights of their posterity should be protected by the care- 
ftil record of their folly. 

*' In all portions of this country, so far as I am aware, where any 
regulations exist upon the subject, it is made the duty of the clergy- 
man, or other person performing the ceremony, to furnish the report 
of the marriage to the recording officer. In Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut a preliminary record of the intention of marriage must be 
made ; but as this record of intention is no proof of the marriage, and 
as it does not accomplish the object of a publication of the marriage, 
I can see Uttle utility in it. There, as in other States, the returns of 
the marriage necessary for the record must be obtained from the 
officiating clergyman. 

** In Rhode Island, the blanks, in the return of a marriage must be 
filled out and must be signed by the parties, and delivered to the 
clergyman, before he can perform the ceremony. But we still depend 
upon the clergyman for the returns, and I am sorry to say, but truth 
compels me, that very many clergymen do not seem to appreciate the 
importance of the record of marriage, and are sadly delinquent in the 
observance of their duty to make the returns. I venture to assert. 
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that in no city in this country are complete rettims of marriages 
obtained without continued and persistent effort on the part of the 
recording officer. 

'' The whole system is wrong, and the lamentable results of this 
relaxation in the laws relating to marriage, and of this neglect in 
making the necessary record, are every day seen in the increase of 
petitions for divorce, and in the civil and criminal suits at law, which 
are, from time to time, brought before the community. 

" The remedy for these evils is to give the marriage contract the 
importance which it deserves, and which the highest interests of the 
community demand. The best method of accomplishing this object, 
in my opinion, is by the adoption of a system somewhat similar to that 
contained in the code-civil of France. 

"A formal marriage contract, containing the full description and 
feimily history of the parties, should be written, signed and sealed 
before competent witnesses. This contract should be acknowledged 
by both parties before the proper officer, and should be placed on 
record. 

" When this is done, the recording officer should issue his certificate 
of the fact, and this certificate, and this alone, should authorize the 
performance of the religious ceremony by any clergyman. But the 
contract itself, signed, acknowledged and recorded, should be taken as 
proof of the marriage, and should constitute the marriage so far as all 
legal and civil rights are concerned, the performance or omission of the 
religious ceremony being left to the option of the parties. 

" With these provisions, persons would not rush into the marriage 
relation so heedlessly as at present ; the clandestine marriage of minors 
would be prevented; every marriage would be recorded, and the 
proof of every marriage would be preserved with the same care as 
that of deeds of land and other civil transactions." 
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The number of detiths registered in Rliode Island, during the year" 
ending December 3lst, 1860, was 2,686. This is 416 more than were 
reported in 1859, and a larger number than appears in the records of 
any previous year. The increase, however, by no means shows a high 
rate of mortality^ but is to be attributed to the fact that our returns 
are, from year to year, becoming more complete and reliable, although 
they are far from being as complete* as we could wish, particularly in 
mortuary statistics. 

The following is a statement of the rates of mortality in the several 
divisions of the State, based upon the censuses of 1850 and 1860^ and 
estimates therefrom. We have also presented, for the purpose of 
comparison, the annual rates for given periods of time^ ih Massachu<- 
setts, England and Scotland. 

DEATHS— RATES. 



DIVISIONS. 



Bristol county 

Kent county 

Newport county 

Towns of Providence county 

Providence city 

Wasiiington county 

Whole State 

Massachusetts 

England 

Scotland 



DEATHS BEOISTERED TO 100 PER- 
SONS UTINQ. 



1860. 



1.64 
1.37 
1.37 
1.34 
1.97 
1.26 



1.64 
1869. 



1.73 
1859. 



2.23 
1869. 



1.97 



1859. 



1.68 
1.16 
1.35 
1.04 
1.79 
0.76 



1.32 
1858. 



1.74 



1858. 



2.30 



1858. 



2.06 



Seven yrs. 
1854-60. 



1.63 
1.07 
1.26 
0.96 
2.06 
0.64 



1.37 
1862-68. 



1.81 



1849-58. 



2.24 



1866-59. 



2.01 



PESsoirs uvnra to one death. 



1860. 



61 
73 
73 

74 
61 
79 



64 
1859. 



58 



1859. 



45 



1859. 



60 



1859. 



69 
86 
74 
96 
66 
130 



48 



Seven yrs. 
1854-60. 



61 
93 
79 

102 
49 

166 



70 


73 


1858. 


18o8^58. 


67 


65 


1858. 


1849-^. 


43 


45 


1858. 


1855^59. 



60 



During the seven years period (1854-60 inclusive), the annual 
average of deaths in Rhode Island was but thirteen in one thousand 
persons living. In 1860, it was but fifteen, — while in Massachusetts, 
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in 1859, the numbei^ of deaths was seventeen ; in Scotland, nineteen^ 
and in England, twenty-two, in each thousand living. The quota of 
natural deaths has been regarded by an eminent authority as not ex-^ 
ceeding seventeen per thousand living, all deaths exceeding that num- 
ber being considered as unnecessary.* There are probably few, if 
any, communities in which the average annual mortality falls below 
this proportion, and yet the city of Providence is the only division of 
the State in which it is exceeded, while Washington county has re- 
ported an annual average of only six deaths in each thousand of its 
living population. Were our mortuary records reliable, the value of 
the preceding table would be greatly increased : as it now stands, it^ 
in the language of Dr. Curtis, *' enables one to guess that quite a 
number of deaths escape registration." 

The rates in the city of Providence are probably very nearly cor- 
I'ect, as the number of deaths which annually escape registration in 
that city must be very small. The average annual number of deaths 
— ^twenty to each thousand living — -is less than that commonly reported 
among city populations. In Boston, during the last nine years, the 
number has ranged from twenty-one to twenty-six in each thousand^ 
while the fifteen cities of Massachusetts show, in the aggregate, for the 
same period of time, a higher death rate than exists in Providence. 
This statement, so far as it is an expression of the relative death rate* 
in Boston and Providence, is strengthened by the fact that the average 
age at death has generally been considerably less in the former than in 
the latter city, without a proportionate increase in the percentage of 
infantile mortality. 

According to our table, there were in Rhode Island sixty-four per- 
sons living to one death, in 1860, while the previous years the number 
of persons living to one death, was seventy. This is to be considered 
as indicating rather an improved state of the returns than an increased 
mortality. Bristol county alone gave, in 1860, an increased number 
of persons living to each death, and an analysis of the prevailing 
diseases shows the mortality in that county to have been actually less 
than in 1859. In the city of Providence, the number of persons liv- 
ing to each death was fifty-one in 1860, while the previous year it was 
fifty-five, — the average for the seven last years being forty-nine. " In 
the third quarter of tlie year 1860, the health of the city was not as 
good as in the corresponding period of several years preceding, and 
there were marked evidences of the prevalence of zymotic influences 
which seriouslv affected the health of children. The number of 

* See XXth English Registration Report. 
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deaths from cholera infantum was more than double that of the pre« 
ceding year, and more than in any year since 1866." 

Season. — The following is a statement of the number of deaths 
returned during each quarter of the last three years : — - 



QUARTERS. 


1860. 


1859. 


1858. 


let Quarter .• 


583 
570 
858 
675 


589 
514 
708 
514 


688 


2d " 


658 


8d *' 


699 


4th " 


571 



While there was an increased number of deaths returned for each 
quarter of 1860, when compared with the similar period the previous 
year, the increase was chiefly in the last two quarters. The numbers 
returned during the first two quarters were less than those returned 
for the similar quarters in 1858. As has generally been the case, the 
largest number was returned the third quarter; the smallest, the 
second. These peculiarities of the second and third quarters are 
especially marked in Providence city and the towns of Providence 
county. Indeed, they are generally most apparent in the mortuary 
statistJos of cities. In 1859, the deaths (514) returned for the second 
and fourth quarters were exactly equal. 

We shall, however, best exhibit the relative rates of mortality by 
obtaining, for given periods of time, the 

PERCENTAGE OF DEATHS FOR EACH QUARTER. 



QUARTERS. 


1860. 


1859. 


1863^. 


Ist Quarter 


21.71 
21.22 
31.94 
25.13 


23.75 
22.64 
SO.97 
22.64 


23.57 


2d " 


21.66 


:3d " 


30.77 


4th " 


24.10 






Whole Year 


100,00 


100.00 


100.00 



While there is a noticeable similarity between the corresponding 
quarters for each given period of time, it will be observed that the 
percentages for the third and fourth quarters of 1860 were higher than 
usual, while those of the first and second were lower ; or, to express 
the fact in another form, of the deaths registered in 1860, 57 per cent, 
were registered during the last six months of that year, while the 
average mortahty of the last six months of the years 1853-59, iixclu,-* 
live, has scarcely been more than 54 per cent. 
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The following statement will show thp death rates in each quarter 
of the years 1858 and 1860, in their relations to the population. 



DEATHS^QUARTERLY RATES. 



QUARTERS. 


DEATflS TO 100 PERSONS LIVING. 


PERSONS UYING TO ONE DEATH. 




1800. 


1859. ! 


1800. 


1859. 


Ist Quarter 


1.33 
1.30 
1.96 
1.55 


1.25 
1.20 
1.63 
1.20 


75 
75 
51 
64 


79 


2d " 


83 


3d " 


61 


4th ** 


83 






Whole year. 


1.54 


1.32 1 64 


70 



The number of deaths returned iu the month of January, 1860, 
was 13 less than was returned during the same month in 1859 ; all 
the other months return each an increased number when compared 
with the corresponding wonths of 1859. July shows an increase of 
82 deaths (44 per cent.) ; October an increase of 78 (47 per cent.). 
The gain in July appears (|uite equally in the several divisions of the 
State ; the gain in October more particularly in Providence city and 
<the towns of Providence county. 

As the number of days in the several months is unequal, the 
monthly percentage of deaths does not exactly indicate the monthly 
rate of mortality, which is shown in the per diem percentage of each 
month, which we have given in the following table for both the years 
1859 and 1860, as also for the six years period, 1853 to 1858, inclu- 



sive. 



DEATHS— PER DIEM PERCENTAGE. 



MONTHS. 


1860. 


1869. 


1868-1868. 


January I 


7.29 
6.72 
7.74 
7.63 
7.17 
6.61 
9.79 
10.82 
11.16 
9.00 
8.10 
7.97 


9.10 
7.63 
7.23 
8.30 
7.36 
6.96 
8.03 
11.65 
10.97 
7.23 
7.77 
7.77 


7.68 


Eebmarv 


8.12 


March 


8.09 


April ^ 


7.72 


May 


7.08 


June 


6.84 


July 


8.39 


^ ***.7 ••• .......••..• 

August 


11.71 


September 


10.46 


October 


8.39 


November 


7:74 


^December , , . 


7.79 






Total 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 



Sex. — The number of females among the annual deaths in Rhode 
Jsland has generally been greater than that of the males ; indeed, the 
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only instance of an excess of male deaths was furnished by the returns 
of 1859. In 1860, the number of male decedents reported was 1,295 ; 
of female, 1,391, — the proportion being as 100 to 107. This is 
exactly the proportion of the male to the female population of Rhode 
Island, according to the census of June 1st, 1860. In the city of 
Providence there has commonly been an excess of males among the 
deaths. In 1860, the proportion of female decedents was higher than 
in the State at large — the male deaths being to the female deaths as 
100 to 112 ; but this was just the ratio of the male to the female 
population of Providence, by the census of 1860. 

The ratio, however, between the number of deaths and the popula- 
tion of each sex, is not the same in each division of the State. Thus, 
in Kent county, while the male population was to the female popula- 
tion as 100 to 112, the male decedents were to the female as 100 to 
86. In Washington county also, the male mortality ga> nearly an 
equal excess, while the excess in the female population ^^'as about 3 
per cent. — ^less than is found in any other division of the State. 

The rate of female mortality was highest during the fourth quarter 
of the year, — ^lowest during the second ; in the former, the female 
decedents were to the male as 112 to 100 ; in the latter, as 102 to 
100 ; in both the first and third quarters as 107 to 100. The largest 
female excess was registered in December. 

Parentage. — The parentage of the decedents, in 1860, was speci- 
fied with but 22 exceptions. In 1858, the exceptions were 210, pre- 
vious to which date the classification had been by nativity. While, 
as compared with 1859, there was an absolute increase in the number 
of decedents of both American and foreign parentage, the proportional 
increase was greatest among those of foreign parentage. In 1858, 41 
per cent, of the deaths were among those of foreign parentage ; in 
1859, 37 per cent. ; in I860, 39 per cent. The increase, in 1860, 
was very equally distributed through the several divisions of the State, 
although — ^as was to be expected — most of the deaths returned among 
those of foreign parentage, as well as nativity, are to be found in the 
mortuary record of cities and manufacturing villages. In Fall River, 
Cranston, Cumberland and North Providence, the majority of dece- 
dents were of foreign parentage. Fall River and North Providence 
also gave an excess in 1859. In 1860, in the city of Providence, 
there was an excess among the decedents of American parentage of 
23 ; in 1859, of 59. Eight towns — Jamestown, Little Compton, 
Middletown, New Shoreham, Tiverton, Glocester, Exeter and Rich- 
mond^report no deaths of foreign parentage. Six towns — Barring- 

9 
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.'oiiHjVii, Portsmoatb^ Scttuate, Charlestown and Wes- 
iLti^- -ivturi 1 *>-i4cii one death ot^&reign parentage. Of these fourteen 
. ,\v It's IV m.^* ■ » £ 1 li^ nt>t over one death of foreign parentage, eleven made 
.4 similar ix-i»^>i-t: in 18J9. 

The t'oUowiiii^ taWe will show the nativity of those who have died 
ill oucW of tUo Uv?t three vears, as well as the percentages of each class, 

DEATHS— NATIVITY. 



XSARS. 




lSo5< 



^ Number 
) IVr c*Mrt. 



w'^ S Number . 

,^wv\ Number . 
IbW ^ Per pent. 



2.2112 
80.35 



ILIO 



92 
8.65 

92 
4.10 

115 
4^ 



Not 
stated. 



86 

• « 

25 

• « 

5 



Total. 



2,616 
100.00 

2,270 
100.00 

2,686 
100.00 



It is interesting to oU«<t\x^ xijo rvijirsois^hip between the deaths of 
foreign parentage and HAUNttx^ dfe> ^iv^wti by the percentages in the 
following statement : — 



1S.S8 " ^ ?vo .xav» *t ^T oyiit , 27 per cent 

1859 ^^ ^ >: * 20 

18t">0 "» " Ji» '' ' 28 " 

Tho A\\"^r ^^ ^•^'^v-Y 'v '♦v*svi»H»u ^f* ti>reu^ nativirr was least 
Totnm^ rV V. ^^-v •v*^'v^-*vAt \ U;ivtV.>c''i>reii;n parenta^* while the 
vo,*ir in ^ ^ v^*- ^V 'v-v\v\^* ^ :vUvh> Ji urtr^c^'t *nirivttv was o:reate5t 

7^*k ?v ^« >v v.».>^v^^' c k< 1' tK* r^.vi.ivc j*muu:otfci .>4:*' the paUie 

tsc ** "^ V»-Nv\ X ^ ^ s \ v% awx^'v UN ■< A:iK r*c:ifi birth, but 
,v*N"^vA -^^^Njov -v »*\vv'^ .»' .^^-r- ..tx tis- vc*:* .ic Jiiy< under 
♦^> ,^ '^ .V ^v * \, , v^^.v. V N * V. vx -wsivii t.- "^ •ti-ars* iu incr«Be 

^ "'^ ^ ^ "> X > . ., ,v-. .. "^ '^ t ^ v'^ '•v-^ >rtr>5ereJ 
^' ^ » ^ ^. X V ss. .^ V " V, * ^ V-> * ^^ ^-r;; Ta£Ti» 

'^^ NX v\xx*v.^ * v\>v"*« »-.>v jnvi ijoe 
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each of Africa and Holland. In five instances the nativity was not 
stated. 

Age. — The following statement will show the percentages of deaths 
occurring at the several periods of Ufe, for each of the last seven years. 

AGE— PERCENTAGES. 



PERIODS OF LIFE 



Under 1 

1 and under 2 

2 " "5 



All under 5 . . . i . . 
6 and under 10.. 



10 
20 
30 
40 
50 
60 
70 
80 
90 and over 



t< 
t< 
ft 
tt 
t* 
It 

u 

tt 



tt 

K 
ft 
t( 
f< 
ft 
f< 
ft 



20.. 
30. i 
40.. 
60.. 
60.. 
70.. 
80.. 
90.. 



Total 



1854. 



14.0 
10.9 
10.2 



35.1 

4.5 

5.9 

11.8 

10.6 

9.7 

6.5 

6.6 

6.8 

ot8 

.7 



1866. 



17.9 

11.1 

9.2 



88.2 

4*1 
6.0 
10.0 
8.2 
7.1 
7.8 
7.0 
6.6 
4.9 
1.1 



100.0 100.0 



1866. 



17.9 

9.6 

11.4 



38.8 

7.0 
5.6 
9.6 
8.0 
7.1 
6.9 
5.1 
7.1 
4.1 
.8 



100.0 



1867. 


1868. 


1869. 


17.8 


18.6 


15.6 


9.9 


11.6 


8.0 


9.4 


11.7 


8.4 


86.6 


41.8 


32.0 


4.9 


6.8 


5.7 


6.1 


6.1 


6.0 


10.0 


7.6 


9.8 


8.8 


7.2 


9.7 


6.9 


6.6 


7.3 


6.9 


6.1 


7.2 


6.7 


6i9 


7.5 


7.8 


6.8 


9.1 


4.6 


4.3 


5.1 


1.2 


.8 


1.1 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 



1860. 



19.2 
9.5 
8.4 



37.1 

4.2 

5.8 
9.1 
7.6 
7.7 
6.8 
7.6 
8.6 
4.6 
1.2 



100.0 



The mortality, at ages under five, was greater in 1860 than in 1859 \ 
particularly was this the case among children under one year of age, 
no year in our record exhibiting so high an infantile mortality. This 
increase shows itself in every division of the State, and is owing 
largely to the increased prevalence of cholera infantum. It will be 
observed, however, that the aggregate percentage of deaths^ at ages 
under five, was, in 1860, scarcely above the average of the last seven 
years.* In 1859, an unusually large proportion of deaths was reported 
among the aged — 15.3 per cent, of the decedents being at or over 70 
years of age. In 1860, the mortality at the same periods of life 
amounted to 14.3 per cent. — a, larger percentage than appears in any 
year except 1859. In 1860, the proportion of deaths between 20 and 
30, was less than in any year except 1858. 

From the preceding statements, it will be inferred that the average 
age of all who died during the year 1860 was higher than usual. 



* Of the deaths registered in England, in 1869, nearlj one-fifth were of children 
under one year of age. According to a paper recently presented to the Academy of 
Sciences, by M. Bouchut, the mortality among children, in Frahce, amounts to one- 
sixth, during the first year of life. Among foundlings the mortality is eleven per cent, 
during the first ten days of Ufe, and fiAy-fire per cent within l^e first year. 
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Such was the fact, as will appear from the following tsibular abstract 
of the 

AVERAGE AGES. 



SEX. 

Male ....... w . . 

Female ....... w 

Tatal.... 



1854. 


18^. 


1850. 


1857. 


1858'. 


1869. 


26.65 
28.81 


27.14 
80.73 


26.35 
28.02 


26.97 
30.77 


23.95 

28.87 


30.42 
32.84 


27.60 


28.94 


26,62 


28.95 


2644 


31^9 



1860 



28.61 
80.70 

29.64 



The relation of parentage to longevity, is one of considerable im- 
portance ; but we have not found time to analyze the facts in this 
connection, as they appear in the records of the several divisions of the 
State. Our foreign population, however, is subject to pretty much 
the same hygienic conditions wherever it is found in town or in the 
country, and the statetnerrts made by the Registrar of Providence, in 
his fifth report, will indicate very nearly the relations of parentage to 
longevity in the State at large. *' Of the whole number of American 
parentage who died, 33.48 in each 100 were under five years of age, 
while of those who died of foreign parentage, 52.89 in each 100 were 
tinder five. It was shown in the second report (1856) not only that 
of all the foreign population who died, more than one-half were under 
five years of age, but also, that of all the foreign children bom in the 
city one-half died before reaching the age of ten years." While the 
average age of all who died in the city of Providence, in 1860, was 
26.38 years, the average age of decedents of American parentage was 
32.54, — 'those of foreign parentage attaining an average of only 19.94 
years. During the five years, 1856-60 inclusive, the average age of 
all was 24.77 years ; of those of American parentage, 30.55 ; of for* 
eign parentage, 18.43, — ^the decedents of American parentage furnish* 
ing an average more than twelve years higher than those of foreign 
parentage. 

CoLOK.^^The number of deaths of colored persons, registered during 
the year, was 107,-^57 males and 50 males. Of these deaths, 67 
were recorded in the city of Providence. In the State the deaths 
were 9 less than the births ; in the city of Providence, 13 more. In 
1859, there was an excess of three births. As the births are more 
generally returned than the deaths, it is much to be questioned 
whether, in any year, there has been an actual excess of births among 
the colored — the aggregate of the years within our registration period 
shows a considerable excess among the deaths. 

While the aggregate of recorded deaths was to our whole popula* 
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tion as one to 64, the deaths among the colored were to the colored 
population as one to 37. This high rate of mortality is owing to the 
great fatality among the colored of diseases of the respiratory system. 
To these diseases were ascribed 41 per cent, of the deaths during the 
year— *26 per cent, of which were from consumption. 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 



The Causes of death were unusually well given in the returns for 
1860, there having been but 188 cases in which the cause was omitted ; 
and yet this was one-fourteenth of the whole number of recorded deaths. 
In the English returns, for 1858, less than one-fiftieth of the deaths 
were from unspecified causes ; " and the nature of the illness was 
described by men professionally qualified to give the information, in 
about 80 per cent, of the total number of deaths." We wish that the 
same might be said of the causes of death as they appear in our own 
returns. There is certainly room for improvement. 

In Table VIII, we have given a list of the causes of death, arranged 
alphabeticallj^. The table also shows the number of males and females 
who have died from each cause, in each month of the year, as also the 
periods of life within which the deaths may have occurred. It appears 
that, as usual, consumption swept off the largest number of victims ; 
cholera infantum ranks next in order of fatality, and pneumonia attains 
to an almost equally bad pre-eminence. 

As it may be interesting to compare some of the most destructive 
diseases 6f one year with those of another, the following table has been 
prepared, showing the ten principal causes of death, with the number 
of deaths from each, for given periods of time. 



1860. 


1859; 


1858. 


June 1st, 1862, to Decem- 
ber 3l8t, 1867. 


Consumption 

Cholera Infontum. . 


603 
151 
147 

116 
67 
67 
66 
64 

57 


Consumption ..<<.. 
Old Age 


432 

117 

116 

71 

68 
61 
69 
68 
56 
53 


Consumption 

Scarlatina 


422 

234 

146 

114 

93 

75 

69 

66 

66 


Consumption 

Scarlatina 


1,756 
616 


Pneumonia ........ 


Pneumonia 

Scarlatina 


Pneumonia 

Old Aee 


Dysentery 


467 


Old Age 


Old Age 


430 


Convulsions 

Diphtheria 


Fever, Typhoid 

Cholera Infantum. . 
Ueart Disease. . . < . . 
Croup 


Cholera Infantum. . 
Measles 


Pneumonia 

Cholera Infantum. . 

Convulsions 

Fever, Typhoid 

Croup 


411 

380 


Heart Disease 


Croup 


278 


Scarlatina 


Heart Disease 

Hydrocephalus 

Dysentery 


270 


Fever, Typhoid 


Hydrocephalus 

Dysentery 


263 


Croup 


Hydrocephalus 


258 
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Almost the sathe diseases will be recognized in each one of the pre- 
ceding columns, the principal diiferehce consisting in the slight annual 
variations in the relative positions of the severd causes of death. 
Thus, of the ten most efficient caused of the mortality of 1860, seven 
appear in each of the previous periods ; and it is a fact also worthy of 
remark, that of these ten diseases, seven appear among the most 
efficient causes of the mortality in England in 1858. 

In Table IX, the causes of death have been classified, according to 
the system adopted in our previous reports. This table also shows the 
number and percentage of the deaths from each cause in each division 
of the State. By referring to Table IX, it will be seen that we have 
reduced the causes of death to twelve classes. Of these, the first is 
the Zymotic^ including all diseases having an endemic, epidemic or 
contagious character. The remaining eleven classes cotne under the 
general head of Sporadic diseases— diseases originating independently 
of any known epidemic or contagious influence — and indicate, so far as 
possible, the physiological system in which the cause of death may 
have had its seat. 

Zymotic Diseases, — have always held the most important place in 
our classification, not only as the causes of a considerable proportion 
of the aggregate annual mortality, but also firom the fact that the mor-^ 
tality produced by them has a very wide range — a characteristic which 
belongs only to diseases of this class. If any one will examine the 
mortuary records of a given locality, for a period of years, they maybe 
surprised to find how nearly equal in number are the annual deaths 
from most of the sporadic diseases. Not so is it with the zymoses. 
These diseases scarcely appearing in the bills of mortality of one year, 
become fearfully destructive in another. Thus, measles was the 
reported cause of but 3 deaths in 1859, although the previous year it 
was the cause of 75 deaths ; and scarlatina, causing but 64 deaths in 
1860, resulted in 234, in 1858 ; while diphtheria, destroying 67 per- 
sons in 1860, appeared for the first time among the causes of death in 
1858. 

Of the deaths in Rhode Island, during the year 1860, 26.8 per cent* 
were from the zymoses. This is even a smaller percentage than that 
of 1859, which was lower than had been reported in our returns for 
any previous year. The percentages of 1860, When compared witli 
those of 1859, show an increase in Washington county, the towns of 
Providence county and Kent county ; a decrease in Providence city, 
Newport county and Bristol county. The increase was principally 
owing to the unusual prevalence of cholera in&ntum and diphtheria. 



I860.] 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 



71 



Cholera Infantum, — This disease ranked highest among the zymoses 
as a cause of death, in 1860, having numbered 151 victims, a larger 
number than had previously been registered in any one year. In 1859, 
but 61 deaths were attributed to it. It is a fact, however, that while, in 
1859, therewere 102 deaths from diarrhoea and dysentery, there were 
but 90 deaths ascribed to these causes in 1860. This is certainlv re- 
naarkable, for a rise or fall in the death rates of diarrhoea and dysentery 
should naturally be followed by an increase or decrease in the mortality 
from cholera infantum. During the past year, cholera infantum pre- 
vailed extensively in the State, each division returning more than twice 
the number of fatal cqses reported in 1859. The disease was particu-' 
larly severe among the children of foreign parentage, in the city of 
Providence and the towns of Providence county. 

The number and percentage of the deaths from cholera infantum, 
for each of the last five years, have been as follows : — 





1860. 


1869. 


1858. 


1857. 


1856. 


Number 


161 
6.0 


61 
3.0 


93 
4.0 


70 
3.4 


77 


Per cent 


4.4 







Nearly all the deaths were reported in the months of July, August 
and September. 

Of 682 deaths from cholera infantum, registered since June 1st, 
1852, 355 were of males ; 327 were of females. 






Diphtheria, — Six depths were reported from diphtheria, in 1858, 
previous to which time this disease had not appeared among the causes 
of death. During the year 1859, cases became frequent in medical 
practice, and the mortality increased to 20. In 1860, the number of 
deaths reported from diphtheria amounted to 67, a larger number than 
was attributed to any one of the zymoses — cholera infantum excepted. 
Previous to the year 1860 the disease had prevailed to no considerable 
extent out of the city of Providence, 22 of the 26 reported deaths hav- 
ing been registered in that city. In 1860, the disease assumed an 
epidemic form in several parts of the State, appearing with especial 
severity in Washington county. In the town of Hopkinton, 9 deaths 
were' reported, about one-tMrd of the whole number registered ; in 
South Kingstown, 12 deaths, nearly one-fifth of all the deaths ;. Wash- 
ington county returning an aggregate of 25 deaths, or 12.2 per cent, 
of the whole number of deaths from specified causes ; in the city of 
Providence, 24 deaths were reported (2.6 per cent.) ; in the towns qf 
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Providence county, 11 (1.6 per cent.) ; in Newport county, 7 (2.6 
per cent.). No deaths were returned from either Bristol or Kent 
counties. 

Deaths were reported in each month of the year except January — 
the largest number (16) in November. There were but 8 deaths 
reported in the first quarter of the year, and but 6 in the second, while 
in the third there were 26, and in the fourth 82. In the first six 
months there were 9 deaths ; in the last six months, 58. In the first 
six months of 1859 there were 4 deaths ; in the last six months, 16. 
With reference to the season of its prevalence, diphtheria has differed 
markedly from scarlatina. The following table will show the aggre- 
gate number and percentage of the deaths from diphtheria and scarla- 
tina, in each month, for the three years period, 1858-60 inclusive. 
Our facts are necessarily too few to warrant us in adopting any con- 
clusions which they may suggest : we have simply placed them in a 
tabular form, to be confirmed or refuted by the experience of subse- 
quent years. 



MONTHS. 



January . . 
February . 

March . . . . 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August . . . 
September 
October , . . 
November 
December . 

Aggregate. 



SCARLATINA. 


DIPHT 


Number. 


Per cent 


Number. 


63 


14<3 





56 


15.2 


2 


42 


11.4 


3 


80 


8.1 


2 


38 


10.3 


2 


87 


10.0 


4 


25 


6.7 


11 


15 


4.1 


14 


14 


3.8 


6 


11 


3.0 


14 


15 


4.1 


28 


83 


9.0 


12 


869 


100.0 


98 



Per cent, 

ao~ 

2.2 

3.2 

2.2 

2.2 

4.8 
11.7 
15.1 

6.4 
15.1 
24.7 
12.9 

100.0 



During the first six months the deaths from scarlatina amounted to 
69.3 per cent. ; the same months the deaths from diphtheria amounted 
to but 14.1 per cent. During the last six months, 85.9 per cent, of 
all the deaths from diphtheria were returned, and but 30.7 per cent, 
of the deaths from scarlatina. Croup, a disease with which diphtheria 
is allied, has also generally given a higher percentage of deaths during 
the first than the last six months of the year. The difference, how- 
ever, between the mortality of the first and fourth quarters has been 
slight. The last six years return an aggregate of 156 deaths in the 
first quarter and 153 in the fourth — a total of 309 deaths — against 
182 returned in the second and third quarters for the same period. 
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Of the 93 deatlia from diphtheria, rcgistei-od in Khode Island, 35 
were of males and 58 of females. Of 124 deattia registered in Massa- 
chusetts and Vermont, 54 were of males aiid 70 of females. Dr. 
S. D, Willard, of Albany, observes, that during the epidemic in that 
city, " the number of girls who died outnumbered the boys by one- 
tliird." The English returns have also shown an excess among the 
■female decedents from this disease. 

Of the 93 deaths in Rhode Island, 49 were reported at ages under 
five ; 29 between five and ten ; — 78 at ages under ten, and 15 at ages 
over ten. Of those over ten, but three were males. In England, in 

1858, of the males, 1,971 were under and 420 over ten ; of the 
females, 1,898 were under, and 547 over, ten years of age. 

The disease appears to be essentially one of childhood, and one to 
which females are more liable than males. 

Scarlatina— was the reported cause of 64 deaths — 7 less than the 
number returned in 1 859, and a smaller number than has been returned 
since 1854. 

The number of deaths in each of the five years preceding 1860, was 
as follows : — 

1BB»- 1S5S. iBoT. vm. isas. 

71. 234. 147. 208. 71. 

Of the deaths registered in 1860, 4 occurred in Bristol county ; 3 
in Kent county ; 7 in Newport county ; 17 in the towns of Provi- 
dence county ; 17 in Providence city, and 16 in Washington county. 
Of the 71 deaths in 1859, 45 were registered in Providence city and 
one in Washington county. The reduced mortality, in 1860, was 
owing to the unusual exemption from this disease in the city of Provi- 
dence, the number of deaths reported in that city having been less 
than in any year since 1848. 

Fevers. — We find 62 deaths ascribed to the fevers typhu» and ty- 
phoid, nearly all of which were from typhoid, the common endemic 
fever of this climate. The number of decedents was six le»ii than in 

1859. Providence city returns 18, just half the number reported in 
1859, and the towns of Providence county return 24, just twice the 
number reported the preceding year. 

Deatlis were r^stered in each month of the year except April 
the lai^st number (14) in October. The number in each quar 
was as follows : — 

Isl Qnarter. 2d Qouter. 3d Quarter. 4tb QouUr. 

11. 3. 18. 80. 

JO 
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In the last four months of the year there were 42 deaths. 

The following table will show the numbers and percentages of the 
deaths from typhoid and typhus fevers, in each month, for given 
periods of time, in the States of Rhode Island, Massachusetts and 
Vermont. 



MONTHS. 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Syeara— 1866-eO. 


1 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
3 years— 1857-9. 


VERMONT. 
8 years— 1867-9. 




Number. 


Per cent. 


Number. 


Per cent. 


Number. 


Per cent. 


January 


25 
17 
16 
8 
16 
16 
18 
17 
41 
49 
53 
26 


8.3 

5.6 

5.3 

2.7 

5.0 

5.3 

6.0 

5.6 

13.6 

16.3 

17.6 

8.7 


214 
141 
162 
159 
138 
142 
162 
294 
347 
485 
321 
274 


7.5 

4.9 

5.7 

5.6 

4.9 

4.9 

5.7 

10.4 

12.2 

17.1 

11.4 

9-7 


25 
27 
21 
26 
23 
18 
21 
38 
89 
89 
77 
43 


5.1 


February 

March 


5.5 
4.0 


April 


5.2 


May , , , , 


4.7 


June 


3.6 


July 


4.0 


W tUjr ...• 

Auerust 


7.7 


September 

October 


18.0 
18.0 


November 

December 


16.5 

8.7 


Aggregate 


301 


100.0 


2,839 


100.0 


497 


100.0 



It will be seen that in each of these States by far the largest por- 
tion of the mortality occurs within the last six months of the year. 
Dividing the year into periods of four months each, we obtain the 
following percentages for each State : — 



PERIODS 

January- April ......... 

May-August 

Septembei^December .. 



Rhode Island. 



21.9 
21.9 
56.2 



Massachnsetts. 



23.7 
25.9 
50.4 



Vermont. 



19.8 
20.0 
60.2 



In Massachusetts the mortality was greatest in October. In Ver- 
mont, September and October give the highest death rates, while in 
Rhode Island the largest number of deaths was returned in November. 
The sudden reduction of the mortality in each State, in December, is 
worthy of notice. 

As there is usually an interval of at least fifteen or twenty days, 
between the access of this disease and its fatal termination, we may 
safely consider the period of the greatest activity of the endemic causes 
of typhoid as extending, in New England, from about the middle of 
August to the middle of November. 

In Rhode Island the deaths from typhus and typhoid, during the 
last five years, amounted to 2.8 per cent, of all from specified causes ; 
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in Massachusetts, during the the three years 1857-1859, to 4.4 per 
cent. ; in Vermont, during the same period, to 4.8 per cent. 

Of the 301 decedents in Rhode Island, 18.3 percent, were between 
16 and 20 years of age, and 22.6 per cent, between 20 and 30, — 41 
per cent, between the ages of 15 and 30. 

During the past year, ten deaths were reported from " fever " — ^the 
kind of fever was not stated — five from *' bilious fever,'' and one from 
** remittent fever." 

Croup^ — ^was the cause of 57 deaths, one less than in 1859. The 
number registered in the city of Providence was 6 less than in 1859, 
while the number in the towns of Providence county was 15 more. 
Deaths occurred in each month of the year — ^the smallest number (1) 
in July, the largest number (9) in October. Of the decedents 47 
were under five years of age ; none were over ten. 

Diarrhoea and Dysenten/. — To the former, 41 deaths were attri* 
buted ; to the latter, 49, — 90 from both causes, 12 less than from the 
same diseases in 1859. The number of decedents in the city of 
Providence (38) was the same in 1860 and 1859. Bristol county 
returned 4 more deaths from diarrhoea than in 1859, and 12 less from 
dysentery. From the two diseases, 28 deaths — nearly one-third — ^ 
were reported in August ; and in the third quarter, 63, or over tw<^ 
thirds of the whole number. There were more deaths from diarrhoea 
than from dysentery, in July, and more deaths trom dysentery than 
from diarrhoea, in October. A reduction in the rate of mortality from 
diarrhoea has generally preceded a reduced mortality from dysentery* 

Over 70 per cent, of the decedents from diarrhoea and dysentery 
were under five years of age. 

From the four diseases, diarrhoea, dysentery, cholera infantum and 
cholera morbus — the latter causing 7 deaths — the number of decedents, 
during the year 1860, was 248, or about 10 per cent, of the whole 
number from specified causes, and over 30 per cent, of the number 
from specified causes during the third quarter of the year. 

Hooping Cough. — The number of deaths from hooping cough, in 
1860, was 46 ; the same number was returned the year preceding* 
The deaths in Providence were three less than in 1859. Newport 
county returns but one death ; in 1859 the number Was 13. Wash- 
ington county returns 6 deaths ; in 1859 none were reported. Deaths 
were reported in each month of the year except November and 
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December. No decedent was over five years of age ; in 1859, 4 were 
between five and ten. 

The disease has prevailed much more extensively the last two yeari^ 
than common ; the average number of decedents for the five years 
preceding 1859 liad been but 11. 

ErysipelaSi—^To this disease Were ascribed 22 deaths ; — '4 Werfe of 
males ; 18 of females. Our previous returns show no special liability 
on the part of females to this disease. Of the decedents, 11 — al| 
females — ^were under five. 

SmaU Pox was the cause of 9 deaths in 1860, 5 of which were 
registered in Providence. In Januaiy, three deaths were reported^ 
and one in each of the following months : February, March, April, 
May, July and December* Says the Registrar of Providence : ^' The 
disease was introduced into the city from Boston, in October, 1859, 
and continued, mostly as varioloid, until June, 1860. During that 
time, there were six deaths, four of which were of non-residents. The 
disease was again brought to the city fi-om New York, about the mid- 
dle of November, 1860 ; and three other cases, all varioloid, have since 
been brought from the same place, so that the disease has continued 
to this time, April, 1861. Yet during the four months in which the 
disease has existed, to this date, it has produced only one case of un- 
modified small pox, and has caused no deaths. 

" Two most important points are established by these facts : — 

" 1. That the population of Providence is well protected by vacci-' 
nation « 

" 2. The absolute necessity of re-vaccination, to eradicate the dis- 



ease." 



From other zymotic causes 29 deaths were reported. Nine were 
{roia puerperal fever ; eight from measles; (our from pyaemia ; three 
from thrush ; two from syphilis (infantile) ; two from inflitema, and 
one from parotitis or mumps. 

General, or Not Localized Disease. 

Dropsy, — ^Under this head were placed 56 deaths — 21 of males, 35 
of females. An aggregate from all our returns shows a considerable 
excess of female decedents. 

Debility^ — was also the reported cailse of 56 deaths ; but debility 
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indicates rather the condltioil of the patient than the Cause of death- 
Undoubtedly, in many of these cases, it was difficult to ascertain thd 
disease or primstry cause of the death. Still we should have pi'eferred 
to have announced a reduced rather than an increased number of 
deaths from this cause the past year. Of the 56 who died, 42 were 
Under five, and 9 over seventy years of age. 

OanceVi — ^To this disease were ascribed 44 deaths, one more than 
was reported in 1859* Of the deaths, 14 were of males, 30 of females. 
In an aggregate of 262 decedents from cancer, since 1852^ 69 were 
males, 193 females. But one death was reported, in 1860, at an age 
under 30* Most of the deaths from cancer occur between the ages of 
40 and 60. 

In 24 cases the location of the cancer was specified. In nine, the 
stomach was the organ affected ; in five, the breast ; in three, the 
uterus ; in three, the liver. The thyroid gland, the face, the intes- 
tines and heart (!) were each said to have been the seat of the dis- 
ease in a single instance. 

iMara«ma««— Under this head are placed 37 deaths, 20 of which 
Were reported in Providence. In September, 8 deaths were reported ; 
in the third quarter, 21. The large increase in the mortality from 
marasmus in this quarter, particularly in the months of August and 
September, was noticed in our last report. 

All the decedents were under five years of age. 

Malformation^ — was the cause of 15 deaths* The subjects were 
generally but a few days old ; and of the specified malformations, the 
most frequent were of the heart. 

Mortification^ — caused 10 deaths, a largei* number than usual. In the 
towns of Providence County 5 were reported. None were registered 
in Providence city or Newport county. But one of the decedents 
was under 40 years of age ; 7 were over 60, several of whom died of 
the disease known as semle gangrene. 

From other diseases belonging to this class 45 persons died during 
the year : from scrofula^ nine ; tumor ^ eight ; hemorrhage^ eight ; 
abscess^ seven ; ancemia^ five ; inflammation and ulcer ^ each three ; 
purpura^ two. Of the timiors resulting in death, two or three were 
specified as " ovarian." In one or two instances the hemorrhage was 
from the lungs ; in one it was occasioned by " hemorrhoids." 
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Nervous System. — The number of deaths returned from diseases 
of this class was 807, 25 more than were returned in 1859. The 
percentage, however (12.28), was lower than has ever before been 
reported. 

Convuhums, — To this cause were attributed 70 deaths, including 
three from puerperal convulsions. Of the remaining 67 decedents, 45 
were males, 22 females : 53 were under five years of age. Deaths 
were returned in each month of the year — the largest number, as 
usual, in the third quarter. 

Hydrocephalus. — This disease resulted in 52 deaths, a smaller num- 
ber than common. Of the decedents 46 were under five, and 50 under 
ten ; 29 were males and 23 were females. More deaths were reported 
in the third than in any other quarter of the year. 

Apoplexy and Paralym^ — were the causes of 84 deaths, the former, 
of 51 ; the latter, of 33. The number of deaths returned fix)m apo- 
plexy was the same as in 1859. Of the 84 decedents from both dis- 
eases, 37 were males, 47 females ; 58 were over 60 years of age ; but 
one was under 30. 

Brairtj affections of, — occasioned 72 deaths : 41 were from infiawr 
mation of the brain ; 14 from congestion of the brain, and 17 from 
unspecified " disease of the brain." Of the decedents, 45 were males 
and 27 females ; 35 were under five, and 53 were under twenty years 
of age. 

Insanity. — Under this head are placed 11 deaths, 5 less than were 
reported in 1859. 

Delirium Tremens^ — ^numbered 10 victims, all males and all regis- 
tered in Providence county ; 8 were returned in the city of Provi- 
dence. Seven were between the ages of 40 and 50. 

Tetamis^ — was the cause of 5 deaths. Three were reported in 
Newport county, and two in Kent county. Of the 23 deaths from 
this disease since 1852, 9 have been returned from Newport county. 
The decedents, in 1860, were all males, and the deaths occurred in 
the months of May, June, July and August. 

Epilepsy^ — was the reported cause of but 4 deaths. The mortality 
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from epilepsy may have been larger, as quite a number of deaths are 
said to have been produced by " a fit," or ^* fits," some of which were 
doubtless epileptic in their nature ; but the uncertainty of the term 
" fits " is so great that we have thought best to include all deaths so 
reported under the general head of convulsions. 



Respiratory Systfm. — To diseases of this class are attributed a 
large portion of our annual mortality — ^a larger percentage than is 
found in any other class, if we except, perhaps, the zymoses. 

In 1860, the percentage was 4.4 higher than that of the zymoses ; 
in 1859, 4.5 per cent, higher. This is unusual, and is scarcely to be 
attributed to an actual increase in the mortality from respiratory dis- 
eases during those years, but rather to the reduced fatality from 
endemic and epidemic diseases, to which we have before alluded. 

The number of deaths from respiratory diseases, in 1860, was 730, 
which was 132 more than were reported in 1859, although the per- 
centage (29.22) was almost identical widi that of 1859. Each divi- 
sion of the State returns an increased number of decedents, except 
Kent county, which reports eight less. The towns of Providence 
county give a somewhat reduced percentage. 

Oonvwmption* — While most diseases, in their annual progress, are 
followed by a varying record of mortality, consumption, with unrelent- 
ing purpose, pursues and strikes down its victims. In 1859, the num- 
ber of deaths returned, from consumption, was 432, a larger number 
than had before been reported. In 1860, the number arose to 503 ; 
the percentage, however (20.1), was less than in the previous year. 
Indeed, it is a pretty well established principle, that the annual death 
rates of consumption, in a given population, are nearly uniform, so 
that an increase of the number of deaths from this disease, in any year, 
is more frequently to be ascribed to frdler returns than to an actual 
increase in the rate of its fetality , while an increase or decrease in the 
percentage of deaths from the same disease is a direct result of a de- 
crease or an increase in the mortality from other causes. 

If we accept the correctness of our returns, the death rates of con- 
sumption will be found to vary considerably in the different divisions 
of the State. Thus, in Bristol county, during the past year, 26 deaths 
from consumption were reported to each 10,000 living ; in Kent county, 
24 deaths ; in Newport county, 23 ; in the towns of Providence county, 
24 ; in the city of Providence, 43 ; in Washington coimty, 18, — and 
in the whole State, 29 deaths to each 10,000 living. The disease 
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appears to assume its most malignant aspect in the city of Providence, 
while it deals most tenderly with the inhabitants of Washington county. 
Would that this immunity were real not only among the dwellers 
along our southern shores, but among the whole rural population of 
the State. But we find that, during our registration period, the num^ 
ber of deaths from consumption, in each one hundred, from all specified 
causes, has been as great in Washington county — indeed in all the 
country divisions — as in Providence city. The past year furnishes an 
exception to the rule, as the percentage in Washington county was 
but 15.2, while in the city of Providence it was 22.6, over 2 per cent, 
more than was registered in any other division. Indeed, the mortality 
in Providence was higher than usual, as will be shown by the follow- 
ing statement of the ratio of the deaths in that city, to the living popu- 
lation, of the several specified years. 

1856, one death from consumption in 273 of the population. 

1857, " '' " 274 '' " 

1858, " " " 292 " '^ 

1859, " '' " 268 " <« 

1860, " '' " 238 '^ «' 

Of the decedents from consumption, in 1860, 59 per cent, were 
females. Of the 2,053 deaths reported during the last five years, 848 
were of males, and 1,205 (58 per cent.) of females. It is a curious 
fact, that while in the city of Providence there has been invariably a 
large excess of females among those dying from consumption, it appears 
entirely among those of American parentage. Thus, during a period 
of five years, the numbers were— of American parentage, 176 males 
and 349 females ; of foreign parentage, 204 males and 201 females.* 

The largest number of deaths reported for one month was 53 — in 
August ; the smallest number, 28 — in May. The numbers returned 
for each quarter of the year, as well as for the five years period, 
1855-59 inclusive, were as follows : — 



YEARS. 


iRt Quarter. 


2(1 Quarter. 


3d Quarter. 


4th Quarter. 


I860.... 




118 
610 


120 
440 


127 
487 


138 


1856-9 


609 







From this it would appear that the death rate is something less 
during the spring and summer months than during the fall and winter, 
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the first and last quarters of the five years period representing about 
54 per cent, of the annual mortality. 

JPneumonia. — To this disease 147 deaths were ascribed, to which 
may be properly added 15 deaths from congestion of the lungs, making 
a total of 162, a larger number than was reported from any other 
cause, consumption excepted. In 1859, 125 deaths were returned, 
(including 9 from congestion of the lungs,) or a little over 6 per cent, 
of all from given causes, the percentage being almost identical with that 
for 1860. Indeed, the percentage of no one of the causes of mortality 
is so uniform as that of pneumonia, as, unKke almost all other sporadic 
diseases, while its death rate may never fall below a given point, it is 
almost sure to rise above it, during the prevalence of epidemic diseases. 

Of the 162 decedents, 60 were under five years of age, and 43 
were over sixty. As has often been remarked, the disease is most 
fatal among the very young and the aged. March and April each 
gave 20 deaths, the largest number for one month. The smallest 
number (6) was reported in September. The quarterly returns for 
the year were as follows : — 

Iflt Quarter. 2d Quarter. 3d Quarter. 4th Quarter. 

57. 49. 22. 34. 

The mortality of the first quarter amounted to 35 per cent. ; of the 
third to 13 per cent. These percentages are almost identical with 
those obtained from aggregates of the mortality for the same quarters 
during the last eight years. 

Bronchitis^ — was the cause of sixteen deaths ; catarrh of two. Seven 
persons are said to have died of pleurisy^ as also seven of " throat dis- 
ease." Six of these last were children, some of whom may have been 
the victims of diphtheria. There were twelve deaths from " dropsy 
of the chest ; " six from laryngitis ; and four from " disease of the 
lungs." From all other causes belonging to this class, there were 
eleven deaths: three from asthma; two from hoemoptysis ; two from 
quinjsy^ and one from each of the following causes : Ironchocele, dia- 
phragmitisj oedema of the glottis^ spasm of the glottis. 

Bronchocele has been classed with diseases of the respiratory sys- 
tem. It has few, if any, features in common with the other diseases 
of this class, and its locality scarcely warrants the classification which 
we have been forced to adopt for the want of a better. The disease, 
known under the name of goitre, is very prevalent in Switzerland and 

U 
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other mountainous localitiefl, and is not unfrequently seen in medical 
practice in many parts of this country. It is, however, rarely fatal. 
The death which was reported the past year, in Rhorle Island, is the 
only one which has occurred during our registration period. 



CiKcuLATOBY System. — Under this head were placed 73 death; 
70 from ** diseases of the heart ; " 66 were so reported ; three were 
cases of pericarditis, and one of angina pectoris. Of the decedents 
from diseases of the heart, 19 were between 60 and 70 years of age. 
Of 806 decedents within the last five years, 165, or 64 per cent., were 
over 60 years of age. One death was reported from aneurism, and 
two from phlebitis or inflammation of the veins. 

The percentage of the mortality from diseases of the circulatory 
system was slightly less than in 1869. 



Digestive System. — ^To diseases of this class 172 deaths were 
attributed, being 6.8 per cent, of the deaths from all causes. To 
*' disease of the liver '' was ascribed 81 deaths, to which may be added 
9 from hepatitis and 7 from jaundice, making a total of 47. This is 
an unusually large number of deaths from diseases of the liver. 

Teething, — a loose and uncertain term, meaning diarrhaa, cholera 
in&ntum, hydrocephalus, almost anything — ^is said to have destroyed 
31 children. The same number was reported in 1859. The deaths 
from teething are most frequent in July, August and September — 
months in which diarrhcx^ and cholera in&ntum are most prevalent, 
diseases which in this climate generally fiimish the most prominent 
symptoms in fatal cases of teething. 

There were 66 cases in which the bowels were fatally diseased ; 12 
were returned under the general head of " disease of the bowels ; " 
23 were cases cfinflammation of the bowels ; 14 of peritonitis ; 16 of 
colic, and one of intussusception of the bowels. 

Diseases of the stomach proved fatal in 20 cases: 11 were returned 
from gastritis (inflammation of the stomach) ; four from dyspepsia; 
four from unspecified " disease of the stomach," and one from hcema^ 
temesis. Three deaths also were reported from " worms ; " two from 
hernia and one from tabes mesenterica. 
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Urinary System. — Under this head are placed 29 deaths : 16 from 
** disease of the kidneys ; " eight from diahetes ; two fi'om cystitis (in- 
flammation of the bladder), and one from each of the following causes : 
gravely nephritis (inflammation of the kidneys), enlarged prostate and 
strangury. Several deaths from albuminuria^ or Bright's disease, are 
included among those ascribed to disease of the kidneys. 

The number of decedents frotii diabetes is large, half the number 
previously reported, siic were males and two fetnales* Of those re- 
ported previous to 1860^ niile were males^ seven females^ 



Generative System.- — Utider this head are classed 14 deaths : one 
from " disease of the uterus " and 13 from " childbirth," the particular 
accident occasioning the fatal termination being generally unspecified. 
I'o the 13 deaths from childbirth may very properly be added 9 from 
puerperal fever and 3 from puerperal convulsions, making an aggregate 
of 25 deaths from causes incident to childbirth, precisely the number 
returned in 1659. 

During the year 1860, there were 4,620 cases of parturition re- 
ported, being 185 cases to each death from puerperal causes. This is 
somewhat below the average, as, during the five years previous, therfe 
were 18,398 cases of childbirth^ 111 of which terminated fatally to the 
mother, or one death to 165 cases* In the State of Vermont, in 
19,260 cases of childbirth, registered during the three years 1857- 
1859, the deaths among the mothers were as one to 164. Of 238,033 
cases of childbirth reported in Massachusetts, during the seven years 
1853-1859, 1,551 terminated fatially, the ratio of the deaths to the 
whole number of mothers being as one to 153. In Kentucky, for the 
two years 1858 and 1859, the ratio was as one to 247. The apparent 
exemption from puerperal mortality in the latter State is owing, to a 
considerable extent, to defective death returns. 

The preceding facts are exhibited in the following tabular form, 
which also includes sortie results obtained from the English returns for 
1858.* 



♦ The niimber of mothers was estimated from the births, including the still-born > 
deducting from the aggregate the number of plurality cases. In Etagla'nd, we have 
allowed the number of mothers to be represented by the number of living children 
bom ; the actii&l number of mothers was slightly larger, not ehough, hoWever, to affect 
materially the figures in the la«t two columns. 
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STATES. 


Period of tfane. 


Whole num- 
ber of 
mothers. 


Number of 
Deaths. 


Number of 
mothera to 
each death. 


Number of 

deaths t/t 1000 

mothers. 


Rhode Island. 


6yrs. 1865-60 inclusive, 


23,018 


136 


169 


6.92 


Massachusetts 


Tyrs. 1863-59 inclusive, 


238,033 


1,561 


163 


6.63 


Vermont 


8 yrs. 1867-59 inchisive. 


19,260 


117 


164 


6.10 


Kentucky 


2yr8. 1868-69 inclusive. 


62,281 


'212 


247 


4.06 


England 


1868 


656,481 


3,181 


209 


4.78 



It will be observed that the number of deaths to 1000 mothers was 
considerably less in England than in the American States, Kentucky ex- 
cepted. Our observations have not extended over a sufficient period of 
time to determine, with exactness, the relative liability to the various 
puerperal accidents in each country. An examination of our returns 
would seem to indicate that the foreign born are considerably more liable 
to the accidents of childbirth than the American born. The same fact 
has been observed elsewhere in this country. " The whole number 
of deaths from childbirth and puerperal fever in Boston, from 1854 to 
1868 inclusive, and in Providence, from 1858 to 1860 inclusive, was 
257, of whom 76 were American and 182 were foreign females." 
Within the last six years 9 deaths have been reported in Providence 
from '' rupture of the uterus ; " in every instance the woman was a 
native of Ireland. 

In England, from 1848 to 1857, " the proportion of mothers who 
died had declined from 6.10 per 1000 to 4.20. In 1858, this improve- 
ment was checked, and the proportion rose again to 4.78." During 
the aggregate of the 12 years, 1847-58, it was 5.10. 

Of 37,656 puerperal deaths recorded in England during the 12 
years (1847-58), 12,207 were from "metria," or puerperal fever — 
nearly 33 per cent. Of 2,016 deaths reported from puerperal causes 
in this country, but 259, or 12 per cent., were from puerperal fever. 



Locomotive System. — Under this class are placed 21 deaths, 16 
of 'vV^hich were from rheumatism* more than twice as manv as have 
before been reported in any one year. Of the deaths from rheuma- 
tism, 13 were of females. In 1859, all (7) were males. Of 46 
recorded deaths, 21 have been of males, 25 of females. 

Four deaths were reported from " disease of spine," and one from 
" disease of bone»" 
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Integumentive Stste:m. — But one death was registered undei* 
this head — ^that of a child from eczema* The case occurred in Proti- 
dence. 



Old Age. — To this cause were attributed 116 deaths, one less than 
in 1859. Of this number 37 were males, 79 females — a larger pro- 
portion than usual, although the female excess has always been con- 
siderable. 

Age sustains most important relations to mortality, but can never 
be considered as being itself either a disease or cause of death. In the 
case of 116 decedents, all but three of whom were over 70 years of 
age, the cause of death was practically not stated, while in 253 deaths 
registered in 1860, at ages over 70, the cause was specified. These 
considerations are to be remembered particularly in comparing the 
percentages of the deaths from old age in the several divisions of the 
State. 



ExtEKJiAL Causes. — During the year 152 deaths were reported 
from external or violent causes. The proportion to deaths from other* 
causes is higher than usual. The percentages in Providence city and 
the towns of Providence county were about the same as in 1859, the 
increase being chiefly in other divisions of the State. 

It is a curious fact, that the percentage has been invariably higher 
in the towns of Providence county than in Providence city, and gen- 
erally higher in these towns than in any other division of the State. 
Deaths from this class of causes are usually frequent in proportion to 
the density of the population. 

Of the decedents reported 105 were males and 47 females, more 
males than females having been registered from each cause excepting 
^' burns and scalds." 

Camalty. — Under this head were placed 47 deaths : 38 were of 
males, 9 of females ; 16 were reported in the city of Providence, and 
17 in the towns of Providence county. The special causes of 33 of 
the deaths were given as follows : from '' a fall," seven deaths ; " fall 
from a building," five ; " fall down stairs," four ; " run over," " nm 
over by railroad cars," " blow on the head," " fall of chimney," 
'* caught in machinery," each two deaths ; and one from each of the 
following causes, viz. : " blow," " fall of a boat," " kicked by a horse," 
*' shot," " inhalation of gas from a gaspipe," *' hit by car hunters," 
*' run over by fire-engine." 
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Drowning. — During the year 32 persons perished by drowning : IS 
Were returned from the towns of Providence county ; 27 were males ^ 

6 were feitiales ; 24 were under 30 years of age. The facts pertaining 
to the sex and age of the drowned are similar to those obtained from 
the records of previous years. 

Bums and Bcalds^ — were the causes of 24 ddaths, 11 of which were 
recorded in the city of Providence* 

The subjects of these distressing accidents are mostly children. The 
iiumber under five the past year was 16, included among which were 
all the males — 7 in number. 

Intemperance^ — ^numbered 16 victims; 10 Were registered in the 
city of Providence ; 11 were males and 5 females. 

Including the 10 deaths from delirium tremens and one from freez- 
ing, " owing to intemperance." we have a total of 27 deaths resulting 
from the intemperate use of alcoholic liquors. This number is large, 
but by no means as large as it would have been had not the name of 
some disease too frequently beeli dropped, like a mantle, over the frail-" 
ties of the victim, by the hand of charity. 

Suicidei-^The number of persons who committed suicide W^ts 12 — « 

7 males and 5 females. 1* he number in 1859 was 9, 

Five case^ were reported in the towns of Providence county ; three 
in Providence city ; two in Washington county, and one each in 
Bristol and Kent counties* Three destroyed themselves by shooting ; 
three by hanging and orie by taking arsenic. In five instances the 
method was unspecified. 

From all other causes of this class 21 deatns were l^eported. 

There were seven fatal cases oi poisoning : one by laudanum ; one by 
opium ; one by oil of mirbonne ; one by mushrooms* Of three per- 
sons all we know is that they were " poisoned." 

From exposure and neglect^ five died, three of whom were young 
children. 

There were four cases of murder. Since 1852 sixteen cases of 
murder and homicide have been reported, nine of which were regis- 
tered in 1855. 

One death was reported from heat^ and one from freezing ; one from 
exhaustion^ one from suffocation^ and one from amputation. 
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APPENDIX, 



THE REGISTRATION LAW OF RHODE ISLAND, 



REVISED STATUTES, TITLE XIV, CHAPTER 70. 



Section 1. The'town clerks of the several towns, or in lieu thereof, any 
person whom the board of aldermen of any city, or the town council of any 
town, may, upon the written recommendation of an authorized committee of the 
Rhode Island Medical Society, appoint for that purpose, are hereby authorized 
and required to obtain, chronologically record and index, as required by the 
forms prescribed by the third section of this chapter, all information concerning 
births, marriages and deaths occurring among the inhabitants of their respective 
towns ; and on or before the first Monday in March, annually, to make duly 
certified returns thereof to the secretary of state, for each year, ending on the 
thirty-first day of December, accompanying the same with a list of those indi- 
viduals required by law to make returns to them, who have neglected the same, 
and with such remarks relating to the object of the law as they may deem 
important to communicate. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the secretary of state to receive the returns 
made in pursuance of the preceding section, and annually, with such assistance 
as shall be rendered by any authorized committee of the Rhode Island Medical 
Society, to make and publish, not exceeding one thousand copies, a general 
abstract and report thereof, in form as prescribed by section third of this chap- 
ter. He shall also cause said returns to be arranged, full alphabetical indexes 
of all the names to be made, the whole to be bound in convenient sized volumes, 
and carefully preserved in his office, for which he shall receive the sum of fifty 
dollars. 

Sec. 3. The blank forms required to carry out the provisions of this chapter 
^hall, on application, be furnished by the secretary of state, to clergymen, 
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physicians, undertakers, town clerks, clerks of the Society of Friends, and other 
persons requiring them, substantially after the following forms, viz. : The record 
of a Urth shall state the date and place of birth, name and sex of child, whether 
living or still bom, the name and surname, color, occupation, residence and 
birthplace of the parents, and the time of recording, so far as the same can be 
ascertained. The record of a marriage shall state the date of the manaage, 
place, name, residence, and of&eial station of the person by whom married, 
names and surnames of the parties, age, color, occupation and residence of each, 
condition (whether single or widowed), what marriage, if second, third or other 
marriage, the occupation, birthplace and name of their parents, and the time of 
recording, so far as the same can be ascertained. The record of deaths shall 
state the date of death, name and surname of deceased, the sex, color and con- 
dition (single or married), age, occupation, place of death, place of birth, 
names and birthplace of parents, disease or cause of death, and the time of 
recording, so far as can be ascertained. 

OF MARBIAOES. ' 

Sec. 4. Every Society of Friends, clergymen, and all others, authorized to 
join persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such rite per- 
formed by them, in manner and form aforesaid, and return the same on or before 
the second Monday of every month, for the last preceding month, to the clerk 
of the towii in which such rite shall have been performed ; and no marriage 
shall be solemnized, until the parties shall have signed and delivered to the 
authority about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a Society of Friends, a certifi- 
cate containing the information required for the record of a marriage, as pre- 
scribed in the third section of this chapter. 

OF BIRTHS. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the clerk of each of the towns, annually, in 
the month of January, to collect the facts required by section third of this 
chapter, in relation to all children born in the town during the year ending the 
thirty-first day of December next preceding, and for each fiill report of a birth 
so obtained, the clerk shall receive ten cents, to be paid by the town in which 
the birth is recorded. 

OF DEATHS. 

Sec. 6. Whenever any person shall die in the State, it shall be the duty of 
the physician attending in his or her last sickness, within forty-eight hours after 
the death, to leave with the family, if ^ny, or persons having care of deceased, 
or to give to the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate 
stating the name of the deceased, the date of the death', and the disease or cause 
of death. 

OF UNDERTAKERS. 

gjiCt 7t There may be appointed hj the town authorities of every town a 
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sufficient number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of 
the authorities. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the undertaker, or of the person who con* 
ducts a funeral, or who buries^ or deposits in a tomb, the body of any deceased 
pei*son, to obtain the facts required by section third of this chapter, in relation 
to deaths, concerning such deceased person, together with the physician's cer* 
tificate of the cause of death, if a physician was in attendance, and on or before 
the second Monday of the next succeeding month to make a return of the facts 
obtained, together with the physician's certificate, to the clerk of the town in 
which the death occurred. 

Sec. 9. Any town may enact municipal laws, more effectually to attain the 
objects herein contemplated : Providedj they do not conflict with the main and 
specific object of this act, viz. : to secure the most perfect registration. 

OF FEES. 

Sec. 10. The town clerk or person recommended and appointed as afore- 
said, shall receive for each record of a birth or death, made and returned as 
required by law, ten cents ; and for each record of a marriage, made and re-* 
turned as required by law, twenty cents ; to be paid them out of their respec- 
tive town treasuries : Provided, that the yearly compensation to be paid out of 
the town treasury as aforesaid, to any one town clerk or person appointed as 
aforesaid who shall faithfully perform the duties prescribed by this chapter, shall 
not be less than five dollars. Undertakers and others making returns of deaths 
OS required in section eight of this chapter, shall receive for each fall report of 
a death made to the town clerk, five cents in the cities of Providence or New-» 
port, and ten cents in the other towns of the State. 

Sec. 11. K any clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, clerk of 
any meeting of the Society of Friends, or other person shall willfully neglect or 
refuse to perform any of the duties imposed on, or required of him, by this 
chapter, he shall, at the discretion of the court or justice trying the cause, on 
conviction thereof, be fined not exceeding twenty dollars, for each offence, one-* 
half thereof to the use of the town in which the offence shall occur, the other 
half to the person who shall complain of the same. 

Sec. 12. In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no clergy- 
man, physician, coroner, undertaker, or clerk of the Society of Friends, neglects 
to make the returns specified in this chapter, each one shall cause his name and 
residence to be recorded in the clerk's office of the town where he resides. 

Sec. 13. No letters of administration or letters testamentary, shall be 
granted by any court of probate upon the effects or estate of any person until 
the death of such person, or the facts from which the same is presumed, shall 
be duly certified, as near as may be, to the town clerk, in order that the same 
may be duly registered according to the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 1-1. The said books or registers, or a certificate duly certified by the 
town clerk, or persons appointed as aforesaid, as containing a full copy of the 
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record of any marriage, birth or death, shall hereafter be admitted in any court 
in this State, 2^ 'prima fcu^ie proof of any marriage, birth or death. 

Sec. 15. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-resident shall be distinguished 
from those of residents, in the returns, by being arranged separately. 

Sec. 16. The secretary of state may, from time to time, vary the forms of 
returns, and require such additional information as he may consider necessary 
to effect the object of this chapter. 

Sec. 17. The sum of two hundred and fifty dollars, annually, to be drawn 
for by the secretary of state, is appropriated out of the general treasury, to 
defray the expense incident to examining, collecting and arranging the registra- 
tion, returns, making the necessary tables and drawing up the report required 
by the second section of this chapter. 



Showing the Population of the Cities and Thvmt in the State of 
Rhode Island, by sexes, as returned by the Eighth Census, 1860. 
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